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INTRODUCTION 


THIS latest collection of pieces by Renato Constantino 
in remarkable for two reasons. 


Hirst, it represents a distinct phase, the fifth one, in his 
writing career that has made him, at this stage, the foremost 
nationalist. thinker ‘and observer of the contemporary scene; 
and, second, it reveals a facet in the Constantino character 
which. although familiar to his friends and personal ac- 
quaintances, has hitherto been hidden to those who have 
nude his acquaintance only through his writings. 


‘The four previous phases in Mr. Constantino’s metamor- 


phosis as a committed writer may be summed up as follows: 
(a) his writings during his student days which were 
cupped by his editorship, before the war, of the University 
of the Philippines’ Philippine Collegian, 
(b) his writings that marked his association with Claro 


M. Recto (viz., Recto Reader and The Making of a F ilipino); 


(c) his writings and researches on history (exemplified 
by the publication of John M.R. Taylor’s five-volume The 
Philippine Insurrection Against The United States, which he 
edited) while he served as Director of the Lopez Memorial 
Museum; and | 


(d) his essays which had appeared in various publica- 


tions, notably in GRAPHIC and Manila Chronicle (collected 
in two volumes, The Filipinos in the Philippines and Dissent 
and Counter-Consciousness) and which were so imbued with 
social and nationalist consciousness they have become the 
bible of the concerned and committed young. 

All four groups of writings deal on serious subjects and 
were treated in a serious manner. In them, he wades through 
his subject with the air of a college professor, which he has 


been. This is what sets apart the previous works from those 


that are now collected between the covers of this volume.* 


* THREE of the articles in this collection were first published in 
GRAPHIC magazine, of which the author is Contributing Editor. The 
rest were his writings during his lamentably short career as regular 
colummist for the Manila Chronicle. Comments and observations on some 
of them have been purposely omitted in this introduction; however they 
lave een incorporated as footnotes to the texts. 
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The present volume still deals on serious subjects. But 
this time most of them are treated in a light vein. And it is 
here where the writer and thinker reveals a new Constantino: 
Constantino, the political satirist. 
| It is this facet of the Constantino character which his 
oa friends and personal acquaintances are thoroughly familiar 
Hi with. In private and informa] conversations, he wears a 
Pk deceptively pleasant mien and his observations often take 
tee the form of deceptively innocent questions. But before one 
: has realized it, one end of his smile had slightly curled up 
and the question had come through with the unobtrusiveness 
and the sting of a rapier thrust. What had come out is. 
wit&humor, but wit&humor with a sting (the equivalent of 
the Tagalog word tuya). 

: The tuya is the aristocrat of satire and perhaps the most 
difficult to handle. If one is not careful, the satire may fall 
flat and the handler may become disastrously ridiculous. 
But handled properly, its sting is deadly and impervious; 
deadly, because ‘its victim could be slain with laughter and 
desirion; impervious, because against it there is no defense 
and from it there is no recourse to libel laws. | 

, The tuya as a medium reached its full flowering 
between the ’20s and the ’30s, manifested by the political 
tracts and cartoons at the time, specially Lipang Kalabaw. 
Recto was a master practitioner of the art (and it showed 
superbly in his writings and speeches, particularly those 
which concerned Magsaysay, Romulo and Other characters 
in the Recto catalogue of charlatans). 

The Recto adeptness in the use of fuya apparently has 
rubbed off on Mr. Constantino, and nowhere is this mastery 
in the medium most evident than in the collection of writings 
in this volume. He has succeeded — and succeeded well — in 
reviving what since the ’30s had become a lost art. But Mr. 
Constantino, as this volume clearly demonstrates, has added 
One element to its revival. 

That element is social awareness merged with nationalist 
Orientation. ; 








Luis R. Mauricio 
Vill 
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THE PATRONESS 


ONCE upon a time, not too long ago, in a kingdom not 
too far away, there reigned a lady whose dearest wish, aside 
from retaining her throne of course, was to be known as 
a cultured patroness of arts. 

Year after year, she spent huge sums of money to feed 
this strange obsession, feverishly collecting paintings and 
antiques and building massive centers of culture. 

Bootlicking friends and fawning courtiers scoured the 
land, and indeed the world, in search of new art objects 
which she could acquire or some third rate artist she could 
sponsor. 

Alas, not all the millions she spent could make her 
dream come true. For the courtiers and the ladies-in-waiting 
themselves, though they assiduously catered to her cultural 
pretensions, noticed her embarrassing slips. They snickered 
and they talked. The stories flew from mouth to mouth 
until all her subjects knew the awful truth. 

There was, for example, that story about her trip to 
a world exposition. At the French pavilion it is said that the 
lady saw a bust of a bearded man. Quickly she identified him 
as Tchaikovsky, the Russian composer. The guide winced, 
then gravely informed her that she was looking at Louis 
Pasteur. Hé said no more, for surely to identify the renowned — 
French scientist further would be an indication of his low 
regard for the lady’s education, and therefore an insult. But 
the hapless queen, perhaps trying to recover from her 
embarrassment at making the wrong identification, quickly 
retorted. “That is the trouble with these composers, they all 
look alike.” rae 

Writers like to tell a favorite story about their patroness. 
It seems that at a party the lady met a local poetess whose 
specialty was sonnets. A lady-in-waiting, wishing to pander 
to her queen’s ego, kept coaxing the poetess to compose J 
a sonnet in her mistress’ honor. “aes 

Sensing the poetess’s diffidence, the benefactress of 
culture came to her rescue with this considerate injunction: 
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“If you are going to write a sonnet for me, do not make it 
too long. A few stanzas will do.” No one, alas, had told the 
dear innocent that a sonnet has only fourteen lines. 

Collectors treasure this tidbit. Once, they say, a porce- 
lain expert was looking over the lady’s extensive collection. 
Obviously unaware that certain porcelain pieces are called 
Sung, Yuan, or Ming, depending on the ruling dynasty at the 
time they were made, the lady solemnly asked, “Can you 
tell me whether this Ming belongs to the Sung or the Yuan 
Dynasty? ” Surely, the expert deserves a medal for being 
able to keep a straight face. 

Her royal court is the source of this last anecdote. Once 
it seems she tried to impress some connoisseurs by remarking 
of a painting by a certain Hidalgo that it reminded her of 
impressionists like Monet, Manet, and Pissarro. Unfortunately 
she was at the time looking at a portrait of a warrior done 
in the strict style of the French Academy of the period. 
. The painting’s label read, “Un Guerrero.” 

Wishing to cover up for the lady’s faux pas, her guide 
who happened to be surnamed Guerrero jokingly remarked, 
**A relative of mine.” He quickly regretted his impulse for 
the lady asked in all seriousness, “What is his first name? ” 

If this were a fairy tale, it would end with the lady 
living happily ever after, secure on her throne and receiving 
the undying gratitude of her subjects for her cultural 
beneficences. 

In the real world, history will not be so kind. 








IMELDA’S BABY 


THE COMING of another heir to the first couple gives 
rise to various speculations regarding changes in political 
behaviour and in governmental procedures. 

Some claim that the pregnancy of the first lady was 
a political act of a man who does not want to play the role 
of second fiddle in a female-dominated administration. The 


president, it is suggested, planned on expanding his family 


to remind his lady that there are obligations of motherhood 
to which presidential ambitions must yield. 

But a woman’s guileful designs must not be under- 
estimated. The lady’s consent might have been a gambit 
intended to lull her president into a state of quiescence 
although actually the lady hopes that a new baby will 
silence critics, even enlist public sympathy, and thus bolster 
her presidential plans. 


The Imelda pregnancy and the December delivery will 


create numerous alterations in the habits of the Malacafiang 
occupants and their sycophants. For one thing, the fashion 
scene will experience a drastic reorientation. Couturiers will 
begin featuring the pregnant look. Blue ladies who are not 
expecting may have to use some type of abdominal padding 
in order to be in fashion. 


* This article has reference tu a Malacaflang announcement pub- 
lished on May 7, 1972 to the effect that, six days earlier, a Manila 
gynecologist had examined the First Lady and had found her to be 
pregnant, with delivery scheduled for the coming December. Skeptics 
raised their collective eyebrows. Senator. Benigno S. Aquino suspected 
it was just delayed menopause. GRAPHIC speculated that theannounce- 
ment was intended to lure the Lopezes and the Laurets into. abandoning 
their posture of antagonism toward the Marcoses, on the reasoning that, 
with Imelda out of the way, the field for the 1973 presidential derby 
would be left only to Vice President Lopez and Senator Salvador Laurel. 
Along newspaper row, the speculation was that the announcement was 
made purposely only to furnish the Daily Express, generally believed 
to be Marcos-owned, a scoop on its debut. In line with this thinking, 
Columnist Luis Beltran predicted that a miscarriage would be announced 
by the middle of the month, The predicted announcement came a fort- 
night later. While, he himself is a skepti¢ of sorts, Mr. Constantino chose 
to take Malacafang at its word, The title of the article, however, gives 
him away; it has some dark reference to an American movie, Rosemary’s 
Baby, te story of a baby supposed to have been sired by the devil. 
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The December delivery will provide the occasion for 
our much travelled first lady to return the courtesies accord- 
ed her abroad. A baptism and confirmation in Malacafiang 
could become an excuse for a Philippine Persepolis with 
-a Vatican cardinal performing the rites and the Shah, 
Franco, Christina Ford and an assortment of dispossessed 
royalty in attendance. 

And following past practice, the expenses for the 
festivities could be charged to Juan de la Cruz by simply 
claiming that the whole thing is part of the new direction 
in our foreign policy. For this purpose, Kosygin and Chou 
En-lai could be invited as padrinos to the little tyke with 
Kokoy dispatched to Moscow and Peking to deliver the gold- 
embossed invitations. 

But the most drastic change in our political life will 
occur should Imelda, after the baptismal rites, announce her 
candidacy. Her propagandists will surely wrack their brains 
for new campaign gimmicks which will exploit the recent 
blessed event. 

The following formula should appeal to sentimental 
Filipinos: Let Imelda appear on stage with her three older 
_ children and with Marcos carrying the baby. While she is 
delivering her speeches, Marcos would show the crowd what 
a good babysitter he is by singing lullabies to the new 
offspring. 

Imelda can then appeal for votes for the sake of the 
newly-born Filipino who needs all the attention and the 
care which only Malacafiang can offer. The crowd may be 
moved to tears and vote her into power because they cannot 
stand to see an infant deprived of the privileges currently 
enjoyed by its brother and sisters. 

When Imelda is finally elected, the problem of the baby 
can easily be solved by sending it off to a nursery in London 
with Marcos fetching it once a month for a presidential 
audience. Thus, Marcos would become a commuter between 
the palace and a London flat. 

Imelda’s pregnancy, however, is fraught with complica- 
tions. For one thing, people will realize that her menopause 
may come late and with a virile husband by her side with 
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more spare time for his marital obligatio ins, she may become 
pregnant again during her incumbency/. In fact this may 
loom as an attractive possibility conside ring how emamoured 
the Marcoses are with “frets.” Just thirik: besides being the 
first woman president she could be tlhe first president to 
sive birth in office, a distinction which Marco's obviously 
cannot attain. 


After this acouchement, a halt to :recurring motherhood 


will have to be called so that Madame President could 


resume delivering speeches on population coritrol without 


being hooted off the stage. This will perhaps necessitate 
a reconciliation with that birth contro! pill salesman, Rafael 
Salas, in order to engage his services «1S a presidential family 
planner. To be doubly sure, that intezrnational civil servant 
will perhaps recommend enforced se paration with conjugal 
visits only during “‘safe”’ periods. 

But an “accident” may occur, aind another presidential 
heir may be conceived. If this hapipens, how will Imelda 
inaugurate new societies, supervise her green revolution and 
receive state visitors if she 1s plagued by dizzy spells and 
morning sickness? Would state functions be called off on 
account of presidential nausea? Andi would cabinet meetings 
be temporarily suspended to satisf'y a sudiden craving for 
sreen mangoes? And what woulc! happen to the solemn 
atmosphere of a Bataan day observance with public attention 
focused on the presidential abdome:n? | 

There is of course a constitutional remedy although it 
has not been availed of to date. No vice-president has been 


able to discharge presidential power even in an acting 


capacity. | 
Under our labor laws a woman Is granted leave with 
pay six weeks before and eight weeks after delivery. This 


would give any vice-president almost 3-1/2 months to act © 


as president plus perhaps those weeks of conception when 
the president cannot discharge her functions properly and 
efficiently and the months when she is on state visit in other 
countries. 


This prospect could make the vice-presidency an dt (y Vi, 


tractive office and we may yet see a spirited contest for th’. 
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post among those so anxious to warm the presidential chair 
that they would be willing to settle for an acting presidency. 

_ But what is to prevent Imelda from recalling Ferdinand 
from _ his baby-sitting assignment, appointing him executive 
secretary and then “‘little president” during her incapacity 

or absence? 








TWO FIRST LADIES 


The widely distributed Nora-Imelda photograph under- 
scores the fact that the Philippines now has two first ladies, 
and that the official one ‘s well aware of the drawing power 
of the other. Seeing the two together is an irresistible invita- 
tion to make comparisons. | 

Both ladies feed on public adulation. Success is heady 
wine for both because both came from the ranks of the 
deprived and each rose to promunence through her own 
peculiar talents. 

The younger of the duo was catapulted to fame because 
of her successful aping of American warblers, thus serving 
as a secret agent of western cultural colonization. 

The matron, for her part, conscious of the “sweet 
compulsion” of music has used her one-song repertoire to 
“soothe the savage breast” of the Philippine voter. She 
recently added to her credentials by composing a song which 
she dedicated to a much-affidavited hero. 

Nora has the affection of thousands of fans who see in 
her the realization of their own impossible dreams of fame ~ 
and success. This affection, though misdirected and silly, is 
genuine enough. | 

That Nora. should be the object of this tremendous 
outpouring of near-idolatry is an indication of the cultural 
poverty of a colonial society. | | a 

Imelda, on the other hand, has to utilize the services of 
a corps of public relations servants in order to attract public 
attention. But if her fan clubs lack the spontaneity of Nora’s 
this is more than made up for by the variety of stimuli used 
to maintain their adulation at a fever pitch. ahs 

Nora has no discernible political ambitions; Imelda | 
denies she has any, although having been responsible for her: a 
husband’s victory, she has every right to act as if he were ~ 
President by her sufferance. oe 

Nora is the less versatile of the two, for beyond singing, 
she has no other talent. She is not a gardener, she is not . 
a rural electrician, she is not an antique collector. 
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Physically, Nora is diminutive; Imelda’s statuesque 
figure is responsible for the President’s elevator shoes and 
pompadour hair-do. 

Style-wise, Nora, despite her financial success, still 
looks as if she were dressed by a costurera; while Imelda puts 
to shame those high society mannequins who patronize 
local couturiers only. 

In this country, the world of politics is a branch of the 
world of entertainment, so it was inevitable that the two 
first ladies should meet and be photographed together. It is 
a mark of the older woman’s public relations expertise that 
the record of this meeting appears, not in a movie magazine, 
' but in the pamphlet on the green revolution. 

This meeting is significant to the careers of both. Nora’s 
fans may think it is an endorsement of the political ambitions 
of Imelda. Copies of this photograph will surely find their 
places in many a home because of Nora. Nora may even be 
_asked to autograph many of these photos. 

But, Nora may not realize that the political implications 
of this photograph and her rumored meetings with Imelda 
may lose for her many supporters who are already dis- 
enchanted with the President and who do not exactly admire 
Imelda because of the reports linking her to unwise and 
unpopular decisions of the present administration. 

Imelda, on the other hand, may incur the social dis- 
approval of those elements in society who consider them- 
selves the elite and with whom she has identified herself. In 
the aristocratic circles she has all her life wanted to enter, 
being photographed with the idol of the hoi polloi as 
_ apolitical ploy is sure to be considered in poor taste. 
ap _The two first ladies therefore may each stand to lose 
something from this liaison. But the saner elements of our 
society would be gratified to witness the erosion of the 
prestige of both the tranquilizer and the green eminence. 
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THE FIRST LADY 


On May 7, 1919 a baby girl was born in an obscure 
corner of a province in Argentina. She lived in poverty, 
socially ostracized by prominent families whom she later 
condemned as the “oligarchy.” ra 


She grew up into a beauty who soon realized that an | 
attractive woman need not remain poor forever. There was 
much a beautiful woman could do in the big city to improve 


her station. She therefore moved to Buenos Aires. 

In the capital city, she was able to land bit roles in the 
movies and small jobs at Radio Belgramo. It was here that 
she met Juan Domingo Peron, then an Under Secretary of 
War in the Ramirez government. The relationship was to be 
a fruitful one for both — Peron later became the head of 
state and Maria Eva Duarte de Peron became First Lady. 


It was as wife of the president that Evita Peron blos-. 
somed into a fabulous personality. According to Time | 


Magazine, she soon acquired “‘the furs of a czarina, the jewels 
of a maharani.” As First Lady she no longer had her dresses 
made by local seamstreasses but spent an average of $40,000 
a year on gowns and dresses fashioned by Dior, Balmain, 
Fath and Rochas. | 

But Evita was shrewd enough to turn her “nouveau 
riche penchant for wearing quantities of jewelry and ex- 
pensive clothes” into a political weapon. In a speech during 
a presidential campaign, she told her female audience: 

“You will all have clothes like these some day: ::. 

Some day you will be able to sit next to any rich 

woman on a basis of complete equality. What we are 

fighting for is to destroy the inequality between you 

and the wives of your bosses.”’ | | 

After her husband’s installation in the Casa Rosada, she 


was given a few chores to do. She proved to be a skillful — 


power-grabber. Entire ministries were soon running errands: 


for her. After gaining a little more experience she built her 
own political organization and was able to surround her 
husband with politicians subservient to herself. 
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At the pinnacle of success, she turned her attention to 
getting even with those against whom she bore grudges, those 
who in her less opulent days had looked down on her. Many 
of her reprisals were ruthless. Cabinet ministers, ambassadors 
and other functionaries were removed from office because 
of her imperious demands. 1 

On June 23, 1948, she established the Eva Peron Social 
Foundation with an initial capital of $2,092. At the time of 
her death in 1952, her foundation was operating on an 
annual budget of $100,000,000. The Foundation was sup- 
- posed to have had two sources of contributions: her own and 
“voluntary” contributions. She of course donated the initial 
$2,092. In 1950, the Argentine Congress approved a law 
which allowed the foundation to participate in the govern- 
ment budget although it remained essentially a private Evita 
project. . 

According to George I. Blanksten, an authority on 
Argentina, | 

“Some techniques of financing the Foundation were 

reminiscent of the work of a number of ‘protection’ 

rackets in the United States involving ‘voluntary’ 
payments as the alternative to painful reprisals.” 

Various methods of persuasion were applied to acquire 
‘‘contributions.’” The famous Massone incident illustrates the 
effectiveness of the Evita technique. 

Arnaldo Massone, a leading South American manufac- 
turer of bio-chemicals, refused to make “‘voluntary” con- 
tributions to the Foundation. This foolhardy act cost him 
dear. Charges of falsifying chemical descriptions were filed 
against him. The enterprise was fined $54,268 and the 
directors of the corporation were sentenced to imprisonment. 
Massone escaped to Montevideo where he died after a cere- 
bral attack. A few weeks later the Massone company was 
reported to be in a state of bankruptcy. 

Evita even punished the dowagers of the Society of 
Philanthropy whom she disliked because of their haughtiness 
towards her and because she knew that they regarded them- 
selves as her social superiors. By 1950 the society was no 
- longer in operation. 
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The Eva Peron Foundation not only took charge of all 
charity projects but eventually became Argentina’s largest 
commercial enterprise. Beautiful, energetic Evita was every- 
where whenever calamity struck. Earthquakes, typhoons, 
fires — they were all used to project her as the Lady’ 
Bountiful from whom all blessings flowed. She had projects 
for homeless families and orphaned children. | | 

The First Lady spent large sums for many projects but 
there was never any accounting of the funds the Foundation 
received or dispensed. Nor did she confine her work to the 
home front. Her husband sent her abroad as his personal 


emissary. In this capacity she made a much publicized visit . 


to Franco Spain where she dazzled everyone with her jewelry 
and where, according to Robert J. Alexander’s book, The 
Peron Era, “Evita is said to have distributed some $50,000 
in cash among the eager crowds that constantly swarmed 
around her wherever she went.” She also had an audience 
with the Pope. The lady was deliberately building up an 
international reputation. : | 


Her power was so great that she was being seriously — 


considered as her husband’s running mate and maybe later 
to take his place. But she had to withdraw from the race 
because the military could not swallow a woman as com- 
mander-in-chief. | | | 


La Sefiora made a name for herself and became a pillar , 


of support for her husband, but her capricious use of power 

eventually helped to drag her| husband down. He fell out of 

power and joined the ranks of discredited fascist leaders. 
Evita’s story sounds strangely familiar. Does history 


repeat itself? 
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IM] 31_DA-IMPERIALIST PLOY 
Bech 


If th.ere is any’ group that must be immensely enjoying 
the meg‘aloman iacal proclivities of Imelda Marcos, it is the 
imperia {ist sector anid its local spokesmen. 

She useci to! be called Ferdinand’s secret weapon. 
Whe? her she is awaire of it or not, she is now performing the 
sar ,e function for forces whose range and scope far surpass 
he .r husband’s perso’ nal ambitions and concerns. 

The sevice m iay be negative and indirect and it may 
e' ven be unwitting, tout it is useful. 

Imelda has bei :ome a national preoccupation which dis- 
sipates the attentic»n and the efforts of the less politicized 
among our people away from the struggle for political and 
economic liberation. Many of her compatriots are so con- 
sumed with futile anger at her excesses that certain anti- 
nationalist maneu'vers may escape attention if these happen: 
to coincide with tlie First Lady’s latest caper. 

She is there:fore useful as a diversionary tactic, as 
a feint to draw (2nemy fire away from the main attacking 
forces. It may well be more than mere coincidence that 
lately each time Imelda went on a trip or indulged in one of 
her publicity projects, the anti-nationalist sectors became 
busy making moves or issuing statements calculated to 
further entrench their monopoly positions. 

It was during the furor over her trip to fascist Spain and 
to the Soviet Union that certain American sectors went on 
the offensive against progressive circles in the Con-Con. It 
was during her stay in the USSR that American monopolists 
came out from behind the cover of their lobby groups and 
started airing their views on Con-Con proposals regarding 
certain concepts and principles which the delegates believe 
to be relevant to the times. 

And each time, some of the concentrated effort that 
should have been devoted to fighting these moves was 
diverted to the seemingly more urgent matter of protesting 

q the First Lady’s foreign adventures. Even those who were 
- + aware of this dangerous diversion of attention could not but 
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respond to the clamor of citizens for some public registration 
of opposition to Imelda’s extravagances and extravaganzas. 
Filipinos who cannot understand the blatant display 
of wealth, the inordinate expenditure of money, the patholo 
gical desire to be photographed with decadent royalty, vent 


their wrath against the practitioner of these sordid acts, 


spend their energy analyzing the malady that has afflicted 
their First Lady and wishfully long for the end of 1973 when 
they can get rid of a couple of wastrels and confirmed fakes. 

The coincidence between the ambitions of a pretender — 
to culture and to political leadership and the insidious goals 
of American imperialism has in a way blunted Philippine 
nationalist consciousness. / 

Many people therefore neglect the major cause of their 


suffering which is the working of the imperialist system. In 


their anger they blame everything on the local partner of 
American imperialism thus detracting from an analysis of the 
operations of the system in which Imelda is playing a special 
role. : : 
We should put the enemies of the people in their proper 
perspective, be mindful of their interrelatedness as well as 
of their usefulness to one another, and fight the local op- 
pressors together with the foreign forces that they represent. 
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IMELDA MUST GO 


The ruling tandem is a unity; but it also has its internal 
contradictions, There are times when one has to accommodate 
the wishes of the other and there are occasions when the 
other has to deny her desires in order to conform to the 
latest gimmicks of her spouse. The case of the Iranian trip 
provides an illuminating example. 

The President’s dramatic proclamation that democracy 
was in imminent danger of collapse effectively cancelled his 
wife’s latest touristic project. It did not matter that the 
presidential moves were perhaps designed only to protect 
him from the logical reaction of the populace against the 
Plaza Miranda bombing. Once Marcos declared the country 
to be on the verge of revolution, both sovereigns had to be 
on hand to direct the defense of the state. 

Unknown to her countrymen, Imelda was the since 
victim of the President’s suspension of the privilege of the 
writ. It meant her virtual incarceration. 

Long before the suspension of -the writ, plans for the 
Iranian shindig had already been announced. Her departure 
was already an accepted fact; the people had become inured 
to the spectacle of a globe-trotting First Lady with a retinue 
the size of a mass demonstration; they seemed resigned to 
the expenditure of money, public and private, for the 
purpose of exhibiting the beauty, the grace and the youth 
of our First Lady. 

Then the President had to suspend the writ in order to 
extricate himself from an embarrassing situation. Naturally, 
Imelda’s plans were affected. She could not go abroad even 
if it was to attend ‘“‘a bash to end all bashes” for this would 
disprove the President’s allegations that a revolutionary 
situation exists in the country. 

We do not know what domestic squabbles ensued as ‘a 
result of this inconsiderate blow to the fair lady’s plans but 

one can surmise that Imelda was one of those responsible for 
exerting pressure on the President to back-track on his 
original announcements of an impending communist on- 
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slaught and to amend his writ suspension proclamation. 

Imelda’s trip to Iran is the most telling answer to 
Marcos’s public evaluation of the country’s security situation. 
When at first she said that her trip had to be cancelled 
because of the tense revolutionary situation, she was merely 
accommodating her husband. But because the presidential — 
announcement did not jibe with facts, Imelda had to insist 
on continuing her touristic plans. Thus her departure would 
be the best indication that there is no such threat. Asa 
matter of fact this trip of hers may lead to the lifting of the 
writ either prior to or immediately after her departure, this 
time in order to accommodate her wishes. Thus, for different 
reasons the activists and Imelda are for the lifting of the writ. 

One should not begrudge Imelda of her desire to visit 
Farah Diba who became empress of Iran after she gave birth 
to an heir for Reza Pahlevi. Farah Diba became the third 
wife of the Shah in 1953 when she was still a student of 
architecture in France. According to the press releases of — 
the Shah, she is an accomplished pianist. Music and art 
therefore constitute a common bond between the two. Nor 
is this all. | | 

Coincidentally, 1953 was the year when both ladies 
crept out of obscurity. Farah Diba was then a mere student 
known only to her bohemian friends in the Latin quarter, 
while Imelda was a humble clerk in the Central Bank when 
Lacson proclaimed her Rose of Manila by disqualifying the 
candidate chosen by the judges. The year also marked the 
beginning of her romance with Marcos who subsequently 
extricated her from a humdrum clerical existence. 

Perhaps the two can compare notes on culture. There 
is much for Imelda to learn for here, according to her press 
releases, she is merely a patroness of the arts. Farah was 
actually a student of art and a pianist to boot. Of course the 
Shah did not say whether. the empress can sing or not. 

If the empress is able to spare a few seconds for a tete-a- 
tete with Imelda after talking to countless members of 
defunct royalty, maybe they can say a few words to each 
other which can then become the basis of a full-length 
‘report by Imelda to her association of leading ladies of Asia 
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on the preservation of Asian culture. 

The trip to Iran is an indispensable part of Imelda’s 
education in the art of statecraft. There she will have 
numerous object lessons in the entertainment of state visitors, 


a major task of Philippine presidents. Gifted with a lively — 


imagination and a remarkable aptitude to absorb the nuances 
of high living, our First Lady will surely come home brim- 
ming with new ideas for the entertainment of visiting 
Americans. 

If but for the foregoing reasons, Imelda must go. She 
has suffered long enough. Her couturiers and hair dressers 
have been biting their nails in suspense, fearful that the two 
principal art forms of our country, dressmaking and hair- 
styling, will not be displayed in the pavilions of Persepolis. 
The debate on the propriety or impropriety of Imelda’s 
trip should stop. Her public relations courtiers have been 
working overtime to justify her departure. Actually, all that 
is needed is one TV appearance by the President'so that his 
wife may depart in peace. 

The President should lift the suspension completely as 
a parting gift to his wife, declare that she can undertake her 
foreign mission now that peace and tranquility have returned 
to our land, and promise not to discover any new conspiracies 
for the duration of the royal festivities. 

The people will then be grateful that the resolution of 
_ the latest conjugal contradiction has resulted in their re- 

acquisition of a civil right. In their gratitude, they may even 


give Imelda the title of patroness of the writ, one more — 


qualification for 1973. 
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IMELDA’S THIRD TERM 


The proposed candidacy of Imelda Marcos for the 


presidency of the land is based on two premises: first,that 
under our present Constitution which bars a third term, 
Marcos is virtually a lameduck president, and second that the 
President owes his two successive electoral successes to his 
wife. | 

A lameduck president, especially of the incumbent's 
calibre, quickly loses credibility and influence. The power 
of the family has to be sustained, therefore, with an early 
announcement that the termination of the Marcos dynasty 
is by no means a certainty because Imelda may yet be 
president in 1973. | 

This of course tilts the balance of power within the 
presidential family and among their respective satellites. The 
President knows that he is merely marking iime, that 
eventually he has to surrender all the prerogatives of his 
office to his wife. 


Indeed, a lameduck politician is an unfortunate being. © 


In the interest of continuity, his policies must pay due regard 
to the needs and thinking of his successor. For all his 
deficiencies, the President is performing admirably in this 
one respect. | 

During the balance of his term, the incumbent must 
suffer some loss of prestige among his followers and those 
who at this moment must be maneuvering to get into the 
good graces of the emerging power. 

All these developments are tied up with the second 
premise which posits the truth that it was the First Lady 
who was responsible for the election of the President. He is 
thus only a dependent being in a steadily evolving matriarchy. 
The second term therefore is merely a transition for the 
transfer of power. 

In a world wracked by violence, we are lucky that 
transfers of power can be done peacefully and even grace- 
fully. This should set the pattern of presidential succession 
in the future. Of course, plans for this presidential succession 
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are being made without regard to public opinion. 

But why should the people be considered? Are they 
not enjoying vicariously the successes of the first couple? 
Have they ever had a foreign-educated “Prince of Wales” 
before? Are they not enjoying a new prosperity and a more 
peaceful life than heretofore? 

As for the First Lady’s qualifications, I understand 
press agents are hard at work dreaming up schemes to elevate 
her to presidential stature. Actually, there is no need for 
_ them to wrack their brains. The First Lady has many solid 

qualifications; to wit, in the field of monetary policy, she 
was once a clerk in the Central Bank; in social work, she has 
her record during the Ruby Tower disaster; in foreign policy, 
she delivered a letter to the Pope; in national defence, her 
son is a boy scout; in commerce, she was once a salesgirl, 
and in culture, she sang in the White House. 

Finally, she has a famous brother whose varied talents 
can be used more effectively in a real Romualdez administra- 
tion. He can then fire ambassadors: instead of merely by- 
passing them, revamp whole departments instead of main- 
taining secret organizations in each one, and make Manila 
the capital of Leyte to avoid the hazards of flying to 
Tacloban .three times a week. 
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‘| SHALL NOT RUN’ — IMELDA 


(In order to clear up all doubts as to her future plans, 
the following speech is proposed for the first lady.) 


My beloved followers: 

My children have departed again for their studies 
abroad; my heart bleeds for them for unlike normal Filipino 
boys and girls of their age, they are deprived of a genuine 
Philippine education. This is the terrible price they have to- 
pay for being members of the first family. 

I, too, have had to make heavy sacrifices. Duty has 
forced me again and again to visit foreign lands for the sake 
of our beloved Philippines. I have had to undertake nu- 
merous diplomatic missions to the Vatican, to the United 
States, to Japan, and lately to Iran and Detroit. _ | 

{ worked hard in these countries, attending dinners and — 
concerts, shopping in the best stores to earn goodwill for 
our country, and singing Dahil Sa Iyo to prove that Filipinos 
are highly cultured. My missions were brilliant successes for 
our country because my pictures were always in the news 
papers. 

But now I must confess the truth: each foreign assign- 
ment was another calvary for me. Before every trip, the 
President and his advisers would talk to me night after night 
convincing me to go. I tried my best to refuse until love of 
country won in the end. 

Then, with a heavy heart I would order ternos from six 
or seven couturiers, sadly I would take out the fabulous 
jewels which I inherited from my rich forbears and embark 
on one more state visit for my country and people. A simple 
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* This has reference to the continuing speculation, despite repeated 
assertions to the contrary by President Marcos, that he was preparing 
- (a) to run for a third presidential term under a new Constitution, or 
(b) to field his wife, in the event that the new Constitution should ban 
him from reelection, as a candidate in the 1973 presidential elections. | Ne 
Unbelievers had pointed out that the Marcos denials were equivocal; or, Fane : 
if unequivocal, that they suffered from the credibility gap. Furthermore, 
it had been pointed out, while such denials were made by the President in 
behalf of himself and his wife, no direct denial had been made by the 
First Lady. With this piece, Mr. Constantino offers his “‘services’’ as an 
unoffictal ghostwriter for Mrs. Marcos, 
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girl like me can stand only so much pomp and luxury. 
Once I even had to pretend I was seriously ill and 
consent to a medical examination ‘as a cover for a secret 


-mission to Washington. 


These considerations alone should be sufficient grounds 
for me not to run for president. But there are other reasons 
which I am sorry to say have conspired to make me dis- 
appoint those who have been pushing me to consider the 
presidency in 1973. 

But first let me answer my detractors — those cruel 
elements of our society who have been casting doubts on 
my qualifications. | am withdrawing from the presidential 
race not because I feel I am unqualified; I am withdrawing 
for purely personal reasons. 

My last six years of the presidency have given me 
wealth — wealth in experience and contacts. I have transacted 
business for the President on a national and international 
level and I am invariably present at every important con- 
ference of his. As a matter of fact many of our officials 
report to me and ask me for instructions. 

In the field of culture, as you well know, I constructed 
the cultural center and have collected works of art. Never 
did the Philippines enjoy such a renaissance as under my 
guidance. 

If you think that the cultural center is not an important 
institution, all you have to do is ask the Chinese-American 
who runs it. No foreigner would take that job unless it is 


good. The former director of the center may be a Filipino® 


citizen but one cannot deny that he has more Spanish blood 
than any native pretender to culture. I cite these facts to 
prove that I have been responsible for a venture that is highly 
regarded by foreigners. 

Insofar as finance is concerned, I think I know how 
money works. Having come from the affluent class I know 
the how, the where and the wherefore of money. 


) 
Some may doubt my abilities in military matters. They 


do not know that I too am a veteran. For while still in my 
teens, I acted as courier for guerrillas. I was in Leyte when 


MacArthur landed there. Of course I have not yet secured 
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the necessary affidavits to merit twenty-seven medals and 
decorations, but that is no longer necessary since I have 
decided not to run. 


In the field of commerce, I have had some experience 


for I worked as salesgirl, not from necessity but because my 
father thought I should be exposed to the realities of life. 
I, too, like my husband hold a doctorate degree, honoris 
causa. | 

I can enumerate more qualifications, enough to demo- 
lish the calumnies of doubting Thomases who question my 
ability. But that is no longer necessary because I have 
decided not to run. 

My husband is having enough difficulties with his 
present marital position. As a good Filipino husband he has 
had to defer to many of my wishes. What would happen if 
I were to become president? He would have to be more 
under the saya since I would be his commander in chief. 
I would have to make decisions without consulting him and 
make appointments wihtout his interference. 

Of course I could make him my aide and promote him 
from a’ mere major to a one-star general. He would like that 
for he has always been military minded. But still he would 
officially occupy a secondary position to me. For his sake 
then, I am retiring from the race. 

I know that with my decision I am depriving the Philip- 
pines of the distinction of electing a woman president ahead 
of the United States, so I ask your forgiveness. 


I am just a simple woman whose youthful ambitions 


were to become a movie star or a model. I have attained my 
girlish dreams. Although I failed to win a beauty contest 


before, I am now considered a national if not an sare | 


beauty. I wear clothes no model can hope to own. And wh 
be a movie star when I have a weekly TV program junanicns 
all my activities? 

To top it all, I am practically the president. All I want 
now is to lay aside the heavy burdens of public office and 
enjoy my private life as a simple Leytefia. 

This I think I am entitled to after a long peirod of 
service to my people. 


px 





. 


My decision is final and irrevocable. I do not think I 


| will change my mind but if I do I shall have good reasons 
for doing so. eae 
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IMELDA’S UNFINISHED REVOLUTION 


Whatever happened to the “green revolution” launched 
by Mrs. Marcos? It seems to have been replaced by a new 
preoccupation — the celebration of the anniversary. of 
Iranian royalty. Like so many other past projects of hers, 
Imelda’s very own rev seems fated to be an unfinished one. 

Nothing good can come from questionable motives. 
Sustained effort is hardly the earmark of a project under- 
taken for publicity purposes. The First Lady as a midi-clad - 
revolutionist made a fetching picture but the revolution 
itself was as ephemeral as a fashion fad and as ridiculous. | 

Whoever conceived the idea of Imelda as a pretty Mao 
Tse-tung raising a fanatical army of green ants brandishing 
little green books with which to flatten the opposition was 
scraping the bottom of his gimmick barrel. 

There is nothing wrong of course with the idea of 


encouraging people to plant food crops, but to elevate the 


activity to the level of a national development goal is some- 


thing else. What we need is a rational agricultural program 


that will increase yields, by and for those who till the soil, 


minimize dependence on foreign supply and rationalize Boe 


national distribution so that the consumers will cease to be 
the victims of middle men with a vested interest in scarcity. 
This requires the concerted and sustained action of many 
departments of government — a government, moreover, very 
different from the present one. It certainly cannot be 
accomplished with a little green dress and a packet of seeds. 

This drive to make people use their sidewalks to plant. 
vegetables is at best a shrewd attempt to divert our attention 
from the basic problems that confront the nation. 

The forgotten revolution may yet serve a useful purpose, 
however, if we hold it up as an example of the pitfalls that 
confront any administration saddled with an ambitious 
“‘missis,” for it demonstrates the subordination of govern- 
ment policy and planning to the whims of a first lady who 
has neither the training nor the official authority to tackle 
problems of state. 
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The difficulty stems from the current confusion regard- 
ing the real position and prerogatives of the First Lady. Are 
her acts official or not? Where is the dividing line between 
her official and private acts? Does her official position as 
matron of Malacafiang extend to her activities as propagan- 
dist, political strategist, fund raiser and world traveller? 

When she unveiled her green revolution, the public 


school teachers were reportedly against participation in the 
project. Loyal bureaucrat Albarracin cracked the whip, 


threatened them with non-promotion, and the superinten- 
dents became: instant revolutionists. The only issue left for 
them to discuss was whether or not they were to get their 


uniforms for free. 


The First Lady repeatedly declared that her project 
would not require the expenditure of government money. 
It was therefore not an official undertaking. Yet school 


teachers were told that non-cooperation would reflect on 


their service records, and soldiers were made to tend 


vegetable plots on the sidewalks of Epifanio de los Santos. 


Therefore, the project partook of an official nature. 

When department heads and other high functionaries 
of the government devote part of their official time to the 
project and even consent to look ridiculous in their green 
bush jackets and green shoes, one can not help but conclude 
that the First Lady’s whims have the force of official 


~ authority. 


Perhaps our well-funded Con-Con delegates can spare 
4 moment from their concern with their allowances and 
other privileges to ponder on this anomalous situation. I am 
sure 320 research assistants will come up with something. 
If they do not, it is suggested that the delegates solve the 
problem by making the Presidency a joint venture with equal 
powers for man and wife or eliminate the position of first 
lady altogether by declaring Malacafiang off limits to the 
President’s spouse for the duration of his term of office, 
except for conjugal visits once a month as in the more 
progressive penitentiaries. 
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THE THOUGHTS OF IMELDA 


The cold war between the Ilocano group and the Mada- 


ma supporters has been exacerbated by the recent proposal — 


of Undersecretary Crisol to put out a primer on the thoughts 
of Marcos. 

In order to counter-balance this pro-Marcos move I am 
hereby contributing a few quotations gathered from the 
metropolitan press which could be used by the Imelda 
forces. A little blue book entitled ‘““Thoughts of IRM”’’ would 
do nicely. | 

This would serve to spread the thinking of the First 
Lady among her people and perhaps even enhance her stand- 
ing as a presidential timber. 


ON ILOCANOS AS LOVERS 


I really don’t know how to answer the question, are 


[locanos great lovers? I can only answer for the man I 
married. If all Ilocanos are like him, then you might say 
they are great lovers. 

ON JEWELRY AND FASHION 


For my clothes, I don’t spend extravagantly for I have 
never been an extravagant person... Do you know that most 


of my everyday clothes are sewnby my seamstress downstairs? 


1 am not a fashion-setter. I never want to be a fashion- 
setter. I never picked up fashion before, just to keep pace 


with everyone else. I only wore clothes and styles that suited 


my personality. 
When President havdce won in 1965 I set aside my 


jewelry for the compelling reasons that I was afraid the com- 


mon tao would not approach me in Malacafiang thinking that 
I had all those jewels. 


* Part of the tongue imbedded in his cheek shows in the present 
collection made by the author, culled from interviews that the First Lady 
had given to reporters, journalists, and biographers (both authorized and 
unauthorized). The title is a take-off from the ubiquitous red book in 
China, Quotations from Chairman Mao Tse-Tung, which Defense Under- 
secretary Jose M. Crisol apparently had in mind when he was reported to 
be planning to publish a collection on The Thoughts of President Marcos, 
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I collect, what do you call this, more spiritual things; 
they give more satisfaction, as far as I am concerned, than 
all these material things. And whatever jewelries I have, I had 
before Malacafiang. After Malacafiang, God knows, I have not 
bought one. 


ON PRESIDENTIAL FRUGALITY 


We were not exactly poor before we came to live in the 
Palace. When Ferdinand decided to run, he divided whatever 
money we had three ways: one part for his campaign; one 


‘part for the family and one part as trust fund for our chil- 


dren. He is fond of saying that he does not want me and | 
the children to suffer because of politics. He has followed 
this strictly. We try to live as before. We try to live within 
the President’s salary. We still spend P40 a week for compras. 
Of course, if there is official entertaining, the palace takes 
care of that. 

x & * 


Do you know my children know how to save? They 
know the value of money. They get P2 a day allowance. 
From that, they get whatever they may want to buy in 
school and their lunches. One day I found out they had 
softdrinks in .their schoolbags. I asked them why and they 
said by bringing baon, they would be saving 25 centavos 
a bottle. Hindi nga malamig, mainit, pero hindi na bale.... 

If they need more, I make them earn it, say by cleaning 
my shoes or those of the president or by wiping the brass- 
ware in the palace or cleaning their rooms.... 


ON FUND RAISING 


The capacity of people to give is a tribute to the 
President. Even our business establishments are generous — 
that means we have fewer distressed industries: 

When they counted the President’s first thousand days, 


they also counted mine; and to my surprise I realized that 


I was making a hundred thousand pesos a day. Since I became 
First Lady, I must have made about 140 million. 


ON GOVERNMENT GRAFT 
About this talk of demanding cuts in every government — 
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transaction, do you know how many hours | spend calling 
up government offices reminding them not to hesitate to 
check up with me when people come using my name or that 
of the President. I tell them I will not hesitate to have anyone 
apprehended if caught doing it. Mind you, even if it is Bong- 
bong! With all the stories around, you would think we do 
nothing here but watch out for transactions where we could 
make easy money. 


ON LOVE OF COUNTRY 
I love my people more than I love my husband, That ts 
true. eer, 
“ON WOMEN 


It oud be a Nee if our women chose to sacrifice 
their husbands and family on the altar of their own personal 
ambition or pride, | 

_ Asian women know their place and can take advantage 
of their place. You just love and I know you are going to get 
everything. : 
) ON POLITICS 

I don’t have any intention whatsoever to be head of 
state. All I want is to love and be loved! Whatever is humanly 
possible, I will resist. It’s not only in the presidency that you 
can really help. ae 
a *x * 

Only 30 percent of this country’s votes can be bought, 
if you wish to buy them at all. The rest you must win. You 
must persuade, you must promise, and you must fulfill. 


ON FAMILY DYNASTY 
| would be a hypocrite if I said I did not wish he 


(Bongbong) would someday be President. Every mother has 
a legitimate right to wish success for her children. 


ON MEDALS AND DECORATIONS 


My eldest girl — her school doesn’t give medals and she 


felt so disappointed. So we bought medals and had our own 
ceremony and the President pinned six medals on her. © 
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ON STUDENT ACTIVISTS 


All they want is attention and affection. When we talk 
to them, it’s very evident. 3 

Kaunting himas-himas, kaunting malasakit . . . right 
away they lose their aggressive and resentful attitude! 


ON LIFE’S GOAL 


My only dream in life is to have an average home by the 
: sea, perhaps in Tolosa, where the children and Ferdinand and 
a I can just be by ourselves, 1 don’t care about riches and rich 
jewels . . . just give me that home by the sea and I will ask 
ee nothing more. 
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A CRISIS FOR IMAGE-MAKERS 


IN THIS commercialized society of ours, image-makers 
try to sell their clients in the same manner they would sell 
soaps or deodorants. The public is made conscious of a need 
which the product can fill. And if previously there had been 
no such need, then advertising proceeds to create it. 

Of course, a certain amount of deception is charac- 
teristic of every claim regarding the virtues and the indis- 
pensability of the item marketted. The slightest advantage is’ 
blown up and all possible psychological reactions are aroused 
in order to make the product popular and saleable. 

In this way, some successful advertising campaigns have 
created myths which the public, in its undiscriminating ac- 
ceptance of seemingly plausible claims, has included among 
its daily verities. 


THE SHATTERED IMAGE 


THERE IS, however, a difference between a manufac- 
tured product and a person. The product cannot be made to 
perform according to claims of the advertisers, whereas an 
individual can, to a certain extent, portray the role created 
by the image-builders. This is one of the hazards historians 
encounter when they try to analyze and reconstruct events. 
An uncritical acceptance of everything that is written about — 
individuals and events may distert historical impressions and 
mislead students of history in their attempts to Deal ti 
certain periods. 


But image-makers, no matter how faithfully their id 
jects try to conform to the script, cannot in the long run 
escape history. Since part of the equipment of the image- 
maker is a measure of sly deception, the subject cannot be 
expected to act the role consistently. Sooner or later, con- | 
temporary observers will note the discrepancy between claim 
and reality. Moreover, events can be dispassionately analyzed 
by posterity and the lie can be sifted from the truth. 

When new facts are unearthed which alter the image of 
a leading political figure of the past, there may be consterna- 
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tion and argument but only among historians since the image- __ 
makers responsible have already disappeared from the scene. _ 
But when the subject of new revelations is still very much | 
a part of the present, the result must be a crisis for the image- 
makers. 
All at once, their carefully built-up deceptions are found 
out, their subtle distortions and clever little prevarications 
are exposed. The shattered image is embarrassing proof of 
the essential immorality of their work. , 


THE PAST RE-VISITED 
The release — long delayed — of Carmen Navarro- | 


Pedrosa’s The untold Story of Imelda Marcos must have _ 


created quite a crisis for Imelda Romualdez’s image-makers. 
The attempt to suppress its publication has not only 
whetted public interest; it has given greater credibility to 
Pedrosa’s allegations. 

Yet a reading of the book would convince anyone that 
this biography is not a sample of black propaganda. In fact, 
it could be called a sympathetic biography of the First Lady 
as evidenced by this rather starry-eyed passage in her 
Epilogue: “Imelda, as First Lady, can inspire hundreds of 
thousands of Filipinos by reckoning her past as a proof that 
the poor need not despair.” 

This seems to be the motivation behind Pedrosa’s 
painstaking inquiries into the First Lady’s family background. 
When she resurrects the past “‘that Imelda appears to have 
blotted out from her memory,” the author is not animated 
by malice. On the contrary, her thesis is that rather than 
suppress this past, rather than exalt the First Lady ‘“‘as the 
paragon of the virtues of the accomplished life, the stuff out 
of which myths and story-book romances are made,” her 
image-builders should have revealed her rise from poverty to 
riches, from the provinciana salesgirl and clerk to the 
glamorous and culture-conscious wife of the President of her 
country. 

The author does not think that the humble origins and 
the past of the 41-year-old First Lady are something she 
need be ashamed of. What she decries is the evident attempt 
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to picture the First Lady as an originally affluent member of 
a distinguished family when in reality she was just a poor 
relation. 

Moreover, the author clearly established that the Ro- 
mualdezes of Pandacan were not members of the Filipino 
elite. As a matter of fact, it was only Norberto Romualdez, 
the First Lady’s uncle, who brought distinction to the 
family by his rise to the high court. It was the affluence of 
Norberto Romualdez that enabled him to move in high 
circles and thus gave prominence to the Romualdez name. 


NORBERTO ROMUALDEZ, ET. AL. 


The author refutes with a wealth of detail passages 
in the official biography which picture the First Lady’s 4 
father as a prominent lawyer. In fact, the only time he and a 
his family enjoyed a measure of prosperity, says Pedrosa, "4 
was when he took over his brother Norberto’s law office i 
upon the latter’s elevation to the Supreme Court. However, as 
his fortunes as a lawyer quickly declined when the elder ee: 
brother resigned from the court as a result of a bar examina- 
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tions scandal involving another Romualdez. Vicente had to Pa 
go back to Leyte, there to live in the house of the more a 
prominent brother. i 

The intentionally vague reference in the official bio- aa 


graphy to the First Lady’s having ‘“‘spent her childhood in 
the shadow of Malacafiang,” seeks to convey the impression 
that she lived in aristocratic surroundings all her life. 
Pedrosa reveals that while the young Imelda did live near | 
Malacafiang for a number of years, she and her mother and ee 
brothers were actually living in the garage, while her step “ 
brothers and sisters stayed with the father in the main house. a 

As Pedrosa unfolds her story, she places herself in 
opposition to the image-makers in their attempts to distort — 
and even to suppress the truth. She is especially revolted by 
the conspiracy of silence regarding the mother of Imelda just 
because Remedios Trinidad came from the lowly ranks of 
our society. 

The book, then, is essentially a brief against image- 
makers as well as a critique of the particular image chosen 
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for the First Lady ms her probagandicts. 
: Pedrosa believes that the truth is more “inspiring” than 
the image of an Imelda born with the proverbial silver spoon. 


RETOUCHING THE PAST 


While Pedrosa’s book may provide interesting reading 
reading for those who are partial to Cinderella stories, its 
significance as a social document is limited precisely because 
she has elected to do no more than revisit the First Lady’s 
past. She decries the attempts of the First Lady’s image- 
makers to upgrade her social origins but she fails to analyze 
the motivations behind such attempts. 

It all began during the euphoric days of the first victory. 
Enamoured with the Kennedy legend, our first couple and 
their propagandists began to create a similar image for the 
Marcoses. The drive was to set up a local Camelot whose 
chief adornment would be a glamoorus, artistically-inclined 
Philippine version of Jacqueline Kennedy. | 

Part of the Kennedy glamour lay in the projection of 
the Kennedy clan’s wealth and Jacqueline’s blue-blooded 
antecedents. Therefore here, too, it was necessary to establish 
the Marcoses’ claim to wealth and social distinction. 

Incidentally, a fortuitous and by no means insignificant 
dividend from socially-prominent and wealthy forbears, real 
or manufactured, is the possibility of ascribing to inneritance 
any evidence of present opulence. 

And so the images grew and evolved in the clever hands 
of the Palace image-makers until their subjects, especially 
the First Lady, became to a great extent voluntary prisoners 
of their official biographies; hence, for example, the un- 
willingness to associate with persons connected with the past 
that has been officially expunged. 

The danger of this development lies in the fact that, in 
retouching the past, one gets caught ina lot of contradictions. 
There are living witnesses and extent documents that enable 
the past to catch up with the present and no amount of 
power can silence them all. Pedrosa’s unforgiveable crime is 
that she unearthed witnesses and produced documents. 
Expectedly, she has not been exempt from harrassment. 
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ELITIST PROPENSITIES 


- The inescapable conclusion that a perceptive reader of 
this book would arrive at is damaging to the First Lady. She 
emerges as a typical social climber trying to consolidate her 
position in high society by claiming an aristocratic lineage. 

At a time when the forces of democratization are knock- 
ing on the doors of privilege, the First Lady’s preoccupation 
with social position is an affront to the people. It certainly 
does not jibe with another facet of her public image; that of 

a woman dedicated to the welfare of the people, a woman 
who, by her own declaration, loves her people more than 
she loves her husband. 

In fact, one may infer from her determined effort to 
be ‘counted among the elite, that her much-publicized 
charitable and social-welfare projects are merely in further- 
ance of the elitist image of a high-born Lady Bountiful. 
As for her cultural projects, they too must suffer from her 
elitist propensities and hence can never truly serve the 

—people’s cultural needs. 
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THE TRAUMA OF IMELDA 


Many people are gnashing their teeth over what they 
regard as the sheer brazenness of Imelda Marcos converting 
Philippine diplomatic officials into travel agents for her 
private touristic junkets. 

Her critics did not think she would dare embark on 
another exhibitionist safari so soon after Persepolis. They are 
amazed that no amount of criticism can seem to pierce the 
hard armor of indifference that she wears like a bullet-proof 
vest. 

Those who view her presidential plans with dismay are 
at a loss to explain how one with such woefully inadequate 
educational qualifications can have the temerity to even 
think of rur.ning for the highest post in the land. _ 

These individuals do not understand Imelda. They do 
not realize that her compulsions are caused by traumatic 
incidents in her past. If they only knew, they would be able 
to trace the roots of her excesses even if they could not © 
forgive her for them. 

For one who has known poverty and lived in a garage, 
for a child who once wore nothing better than rubber shoes, 
for a young girl who had to suffer the humiliations of living as 
a poor relation in the home of rich relatives — for such a 
person, success meant the overcoming of all these handicaps 
in the most flamboyant and public manner possible. 

Thus having been given the opportunity and the power, 
she now has to enjoy what she missed when she was still 
among the downtrodden. This is the clue to the insatiable 
hunger, the reason behind the unending orders for clothes 
and jewels, the explanation for the urge to rub elbows with 
the internatioral elite. 

As for the ravenous appetite fy publicity and world 
adulation, that too is the tragic consequence of an old wound 
— the failure to win a beauty title in 1953. 

Possessing native intelligence Imelda now makes up for 
her provincial education with her cultural pretensions. To 
make up for all the slights she must have suffered at the 
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hands of snooty graduates of elite schools she has invaded the 
educational citadels of the social elite through her three 
children. 

Poverty has therefore been the propulsive force in the 
making of Imelda Marcos. Obscurity is the mainspring of her 


consuming desire to hobnob with royalty and wealth. 


Having tasted power and having shown her capacity to 


ae Ba ee . " ’ Pepe ee eee eS bf Ai Rs td i Sie RT ae NSPE ee PED Re fan Ge MT es Se Re Oe ee ee A ang ae mete gee a hee Ae aS A Pre yt eee Te ho) eee ae BR ee) OW 
ph Meee Ne oO e TN eC ci TOM EPR Se ee Lor ASSAY WRENS Fi ato 56 Mat Te a a FPR URC ler kee OY at See Tay oe orate eb MRSS. 5 Uae ay a"; { Loe ee Ae dt FO) Des) W be 
f Be thie Meee OF VAP Nomad EP: age yea th ST. Sey iNet at a eee SAARC yh age i, TES, 4 a Ree : ae), a Ww Wi ce rh : ; hy f te WNL) bi * eH Lt 
Fe 4 1 4 - i ! : ap t Tivete | ri i 
7 a i | 


Ke 


order people and to make even the old rich kowtow to her, | 
Imelda has realized that power is not a matter of superior 


qualifications but of determination, ruthlessness and daring. 
And after seeing her husband in action. as chief 
- executive, she has realized that to be president all one needs 
is the ability to manipulate people, to deceive the masses and 
to buy loyalty while at the same time protecting one’s rear 
_ by subservience to a foreign power. 
All socially concerned citizens should ponder the lesson 
of Imelda Marcos’ early deprivation and its effects on the 
nation. They will, I am sure, agree that Imelda today is the 


best incentive for all patriots to work for a more equitable 


‘distribution of wealth in this country. 
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THE DEVALUATION OF MR. MARCOS 


| The peso and the presidency, in more ways than one, 

are correlative terms in this democracy of ours. Both reflect 
the health or sickness of the nation; both affect the lives of 
millions of people. 

The most recent devaluation of the peso was neacndies) 
by the devaluation of Mr. Marcos. Both had been, to start 
with, over-valued. The euphoria of the second inauguration 
was, aS a consequence, almost immediately followed by 
increasing doubt as to the sincerity and ability of a man 
whose reputation had been ee built up by astute 
press-agentry. 

The student demonstrations during the first quarter of 
the year exposed Mr. Marcos, as a Machiavellian intriguer He 
tried to play off one group against another to gain time to 
consolidate his own position which, in his panic, he 
announced had been threatened by the series of mass actions. 
Protest literature and action completely discredited him and 
the President’s every move thereafter was met by general 
public skepticism. To the concerned youth of all persuasions, 
Mr. Marcos became the personification of all the ills with 
which this society is afflicted. 

Then came the devaluation of the peso. The problems of 
the country and Mr. Marcos werecompounded A time of 
economic and financial difficulties was complicated by a 
moral and political crisis. And Mr. Marcos who had been by 
this time devaluated, too, was in no position to help the 
nation resolve problems that demanded basic and immediate 
solutions. Occurring so soon after his electoral “triumph,” 
Marcos’s plight might well have evoked H. L. Mencken’s bon 
mot that the politician’s “failure is ignominious and his 
success is disgraceful.”’ 

Mr. Marcos’s power to impress the gullible even with the 
aid of sophisticated gimmickry and political coercion has 
suffered as a result of the devaluation of the presidential 
office. His orotund orations are no longer believed. The 
touristic predispositions of his lady who is lavish with dollars 
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‘have further reduced his credibility. He is no longer credited 
with the ability to handle problems of state. 

The peso and the presidency have exposed their 
dependence on the dollar despite their traditional roles as 
earmarks of sovereignty. Instead of being instruments for the 
welfare of the people, they have become vehicles of foreign 
control. 

The peso buys little nowadays; the President’s words 
even less. The inflated peso can at least buy a pork chop 
whereas the inflated presidential claims cannot even sell a 
karate chop. 

The peso’s shrinking value is a consequence of the 
President’s inability or refusal to solve the problems of the 
country under any other context than as a client-state of the 
United States. Instead of seeking truly Filipino solutions, he 
has chosen to play the role of America’s caretaker here and in 
Asia. 

Marcos’s ‘“‘nationalist’? supporters who claimed that a 
second-termer would preside over the liquidation of the 
colonial system here because he would have no interests 
other ‘than those of the country must now search for other 
rationalizations. For Mr. Marcos, in effect has functioned to 
strengthen foreign control and has fostered policies that have 
ensured our continued dependence on the United States. 

The people are now becoming aware of their colonial 
condition. Their nationalist sentiments are being nourished 
by the unfolding truths that were suppressed by long decades 
of subservience and mendicancy. Old myths about American 
benevolence and partnership are slcwly yet steadily. being 
eroded. Therefore, the ties of the presidency and the peso to 
the Americans have only led to their debasement in the eyes 
of the people. Their attainment of stability and rn is 
premised on their liberation from foreign control. 

The peso will at some future date surely attain its 
freedom; Mr. Marcos’s deliverance is improbable, to say the 
least. For the present, however, the people can still see no 
end to the inflation of the peso but they can predict that Mr. 
Marcos’s inflated- claims to greatness will be deflated by 
history. 


' 


41 





: 
; ' 
B) 
K : 
? 





- We Ka Li aN to TB rego dun fy — — a a —_ ——— liaesiae : 
‘ ne wh 5 by ; , “ - opt \ a 3 PETER rar. icin a 5 SEH: can RAMEY is a aD at Lhe Te ey ES Re Ah Fs Rane Oi SET IAP TN PRA fT ete Taye 
' vid , : ¢ : my * 78 . 2 tel? cad | le sere a Ga ie |S TE IG T y Banu ls) Eee RL Bk diet} WRAL tn ee Cums 87 fo is 
ur frit ob ty Clie yin 7 vitae gy RP STS NE PR RRM EL ne Tone ye ait Cheney Wey Bh Nea ae eae ES ea a ' eel Bt i Ss 
| mK Hye ear date Bh! A PUAE 
r a Pp AY 


MARCOS, STUDENT LEADER 


President Marcos is one person who believes what his 
biographer writes. Many of the fantastic achievements 
peddled by his American-commissioned biographer have been 
publicly repeated by Mr. Marcos with a straight face. For a 
while, many events related by his Boswell were accepted 
without skepticism. 

Like “Iginuhit ng Tadhana. ” the dacidary Marcos of 
Hartzell Spence ‘contributed to the popularity of the real 
Marcos. But, alas, his record as president badly belied the 
biographical superlatives. Mounting doubts spurred 
investigations which finally led to the demythologization of a 
vaunted hero. 

Allegations of heroic deeds during the last war which 
became the basis for 27 medals were exposed in a series of 
articles that appeared recently in a weekly periodical. A. M. 
Bruno’s painstaking studies proved beyond doubt that Mr. 
Marcos could not have performed some of the exploits 
credited to him because he could not possibly have been in 
the vicinity of the battle area at the time. 

Incorrigible Marcos tutas are of course welcome to 
regard such findings as evidences of their hero’s superhuman 


attributes. I suggest they address an appeal to the Vatican to - 


name their hero San Marcos de Batac on the ground that like 
San Martin de Porres he has demonstrated the power of 
bi-location. 

These articles on the genesis of the 27 medals made me 
curious about some other claims of Mr. Marcos as recorded 
for posterity by Mr. Spence and as popularized by Marcos 
himself. 

During the height of student dissent, Marcos often told 
the young activists that he understood them for he was once 


-a student leader himself. He sought to make them feel that he 


was sympathetic to their cause because like them he used to 
be active on the campus. 

Many have accepted this as fact. But the best way of 
checking the claims was to go back to the periodicals of the 
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period, especially the student newspapers which reflected 
more or less faithfully the relative sill of the various 
student leaders. 


Wenceslao Vinzons was Laie the most outstanding © 
youth leader of the time. Well known for taking issue with | 


President Quezon, he organized the Young Philippines which 
fought the political establishment. 

- Arturo Tolentino, who was also an oppositionist during 
his student days was editor of the Philippine Colegian in 
1934. Fred Ruiz Castro, now a Justice of the Supreme Court, 
was editor of the same paper in 1936. 

Jose B. Laurel, Jr. made a name for himself when he 
represented the University of the Philippines in an 
inter-university oratorical contest and won. Francisco 
Rodrigo and Crispin Baizas were selected to represent the 
University in a debate against a visiting American team. And 
Roberto Benedicto, now'a crony of Marcos, was president of 
the U.P. Student Council in 1937. 

The Philippinensian of 1938, an annual publication of 
the U.P., mentioned the late Ambassador Tomas Benitez and 
Justice. Enrique Fernando as having been elected to the 
Student Council. The latter was also associate editor of the 
Collegian in 1936, Ferdinand Marcos is listed as a simple 
resident member of the Upsilon Sigma Phi. 

No publication mentions Marcos as having been elected 
to any student position nor having excelled in oratory or 
debate except.in 1938 when he entered the annual oratorical 
contest. The winner was Samuel Reyes. Marcos placed third. 

If my memory serves me right he took the examinations 
for Collegian editor in 1938 but failed to qualify. 

His name cropped up many times, however, as a 


sharpshooter together with Eva Estrada, now Senator Eva _ 


Estrada Kalaw. The only time Marcos became nationally 
prominent was when he was arrested in the es bie hon in 
1939 in connection the Nalundasan case. 

I do not know the sources of Mr. Marcos’s biographer. 
There must have been some underground student papers that 


recognized Mr. Marcos as a student leader. His claims of 


having led strikes and demonstrations must have been based 
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on incidents that were censored by the metropolitan 
newspapers for their subversive nature. 

As with the medals, however, Mr. Marcos may yet 
produce affidavits. Many of his classmates are now cronies. 
They may sign these affidavits. Benedicto for one may come 
out one day with a statement that he was not really the 

Student council president at the time; that it was Marcos who 
was president, but that Marcos used Benedicto’s name as an 
alias because President Quezon was threatening to arrest the 
subversive young Ferdinand for his attacks on the autocratic 
Don Manuel. 

This would not be surprising considering that today 
many of our young people are in the underground and using 
assumed names because an alleged student leader suspended 
the writ of habeas corpus and threatened martial law in order 
to preserve democracy. 
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THE SAVIOUR 


It is writ that Marcos is the saviour of the country. And 
he cannot save the country unless the privilege of the writ of 
habeas corpus remains suspended. The saviour has decreed 
that arbitrary and indefinite detention is the best deterrent to 
the crime of dissent and advocacy of change. 

Therefore the privilege of the writ must remain 
suspended tv facilitate the detention of.those whose ideas and 
actions are a threat to public safety because they weaken the 
Marcos administration. It must also remain suspended so that 
the suspension may constitute a sword of Damocles over the 
heads of those who stubbornly and foolishly continue 
advocating change This is an indispensable weapon in the 
presidential arsenal for preserving this country from those 
who would disrupt our idyllic status quo and our friendly 
relations with the United States. 

His right to this weapon should be upheld for is he not, 
after all, the protector of our public safety? Because of 
unbridled dissent, because of loud, impolite demonstrations 
against social iniqiuities, because of the existence of pockets 
of resistance, public safety has been placed in serious 
jeopardy. 

* Constantino the civil libertarian shows the kind of progressive 
thinking that has earned him membership in the Civil Liberties Union in 
this piece where he employs satire in “defense” of Mr. Marcos’s = suspen- 
sion of the privileges of the writ of habeas corpus on August 22, 1971, 
following the carnage at Plaza Miranda, 

Notice his play on the word writ and how the verb, in its archaic 
form, blends snugly with the religious overtone in the description of his 
subject, whom he characterizes as the Saviour, in line with Mr. Marcos’s 
thinking that he is the Redeemer foisted upon the Filipino people to save 
them from eternal perdition, 

The messianic complex that has caught hold of Mr. Marcos, 
and whicn the author chops to bits in this ‘‘defense’’, surfaced recently 
when, in an interview the President gave to a foreign correspondent (Far 
Eastern Economic Review) he said in effect that an extremist rebellion 
would turn the Philippines communist once he leaves the Presidency in 
1973. The implication of the statement is that, in order to prevent sucha 
dire eventually, he might be forced to ‘‘postpone’’ the 1973 elections or he 
might be forced to make the First Lady run (and win). These two 
possibilities jibe with the “advice”’ the author gives in the last paragraph of 
this piece. Such “‘advice’’ could be improved upon by “‘The Saviour’’ — not 


through suspension. of the writ this time, but through the proclamation of 
martial law. Mr. Marcos might do just that yet. 
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Public safety has been so endangered by rebellion that 
nightclubs and casinos no longer attract large crowds, bomba 
films no longer pack the movie houses, schools are deserted 
because students have gone to the hills, and jeeps and buses 
are afraid to ply the streets of Manila lest they fall into the 
crater gouged out by enemy mines. 

Out in the provinces, governors and mayors have been 
so afraid cf being assassinated by student groups that they 
failed dismally to deliver the votes for the Marcos candidates. 
As for the government employees, the real reason they 
demanded higher wages was to compensate for the risks to 
life and limb they must undergo each day from rebel guns, 
grenades and mines. | 

The danger to public safety is so obvious to all learned 
men that they cannot help but wonder why so many still 
question. Mr. Marcos’s right to suspend the privilige of the 
writ. Are these ignorant people not aware of the fact that the 
President is so harassed that he has had no time to play golf, 
nor to chat with his cronies, nor to accompany the First 
Lady to parties? ) : 

Do they not see that the best evidence that we are ina 
state of full-scale rebellion is that the President had to send 


his children to study abroad, depriving himself of their 
company except for the three or four times a year they 


furtively fly home for a nervous reunion? 

And is it not a clear sign that public safety is threatened 
when the saviour of the country himself cannot move among 
the people who love him without a battalion of Presidential 
guards? 

Yet our people persist in seeing only rising prices, cereal 


shortages, lack of social services, ten percenting, tight credit, 


American abuses, craft and crimes. Their eyes remain closed 
to the clear, present and grave danger to their security. 
We should thank the Almighty that we have a president 
who can see what others do not and who has instructed his 
army to share his superior secret information with a select 
few so that the latter may testify to his wisdom and 


patriotism. 


Even if the carnage of Plaza Miranda cannot be 
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attributed to communist subverters of our way of life, even if 
those detained have been released for lack of evidence, even 
if elections have been relatively free and peaceful, the 
President was right in suspending the privilege of the writ 
because he alone possesses the information and he alone can 
evaluate the dangers posed by communists against his country. 


The people must not trust the evidence of their own eyes” 


when they have a saviour in their midst. 


Our saviour is neither arbitrary nor capricious. He has 


never gone back on his word, never been guilty of an untruth. 
His intelligence officers are careful investigators, scrupulous 
in defending the citizen’s freedoms and, like George 
Washington, they cannot tell a lie even to save their budget. 
Therefore, if they say that we are on the v -ge of communist 
engulfment, it must be so. 

Public safety demands that those who make of the 
streets the scene of their spontaneous display of grievance 
must be cowed. Public safety demands that those within the 
precincts of the academic community confine themselves to 
teaching what is prescribed no matter how irrelevant. Public 
safety requires that opinion makers feel the threat of 
discipline so that the reputations of the saviour and the 
saviouress may be preserved. They have a rendezvous with 
destiny; no one must stand in their way. 

In 1973, public safety may demand that elections be 
suspended or that Mr. Marcos or his lady be made to run for 
another term. It is writ that democracy will be preserved only 


under Marcos and only by the suspension of the privilege of 


the writ. Hallelujah! 
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HABEAS MARCOS 


AFTER President Marcos’s New Year proclamation, 
friends of the Supreme Court now believe that Marcos 
conned the justices into ruling unanimously that the 
President did not act capriciously when he suspended the 
privilege of the writ of habeas corpus. 

The President’s statements just prior to _ his 
announcement as well as the fact that its date of effectivity 
was made to depend on a Quezon City court ruling are the 
ultimate proofs that Marcos has been trifling with the civil 
liberties of the people. 

From his first public justifications of his anti-civil 
libertarian act right up to the day before his New Year 
statement, Marcos vainly tried to whip up anti-communist 
hysteria in order to convince the people that the country was 
in grave danger. First he said that the Miranda bombing had 
been executed by the Communists as part of their effort to 
take over the government. Why it. was the Liberal Party that 
became the victim, he did not bother explain. 

Then he talked of plots to assassinate provincial and 
municipal officials and of communist infiltration in various 
levels of government and society. Ostensibly to prove the 
seriousness of the communist threat and as an earnest of his 
own selfless dedication, he even offered to field his green 
revolutionist in 1973 as a supreme sacrifice on their part for 
the anti-communist crusade. 


* On August 22, 1971, following the bombing at Plaza Miranda,. 
the President suspended the privileges of the writ of habeas corpus, on the 
claim that the grenade-throwing incident was part of an elaborate cons- 
piracy of the Communists and their radical front to overthrow the 
government. The writ suspension opened the floodgates of mass arrest of 
activists and subsequent filing of charges against them for subversion 
before the Quezon City court of first instance, The presidential suspension 

of the writ was questioned before the Supreme Court, but the latter, 
relying on secret testimony of army intelligence, chose to uphold Mr. 
Marcos’s act. The bankruptcy of the Marcos claim that the communists 
were responsible for the Plaza Miranda bombing, however, has since been 
unmasked with the filing of charges, not against any known Communist 
or activist, but against Muntinglupa prisoners, The case is still pending 
before the Manila court of first instance. 
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All his assertions were based, according to him, on 
reports of intelligence agencies as well as of his own personal 
intelligence service. The basis for his legal victory in the high 
tribunal was the mass of documents submitted by army 
intelligence at a Supreme Court hearing to which only a couple 
of selected lawyers of the defense were invited. The documents 
were considered so secret that lawyers of the other detainees 
were not given a chance to examine the credibility either of 
the documents or of the agents who produced them. 

As late as the day before Marcos announced the 
restoration of the writ, he was still saying at his Baguio press 
conference that the situation was still grave, that the 
communists were trying to infiltrate the government, that 
even in his palace staff and in that of the First Lady’s some 
individuals were “acting strangely, that the communists were 
trying to establish a separatist state in Mindanao and that the 
people approved of the suspension. He announced glumly 
that he did not see the lifting of the writ “‘within the 
foreseeable future.”’ 

A few hours later came the announcement lifting the 
suspension. Were his latest revelations a mere smokescreen to | 
throw newsmen off the track so that his New Year 
declaration would have greater dramatic impact? Having 
already wen a legal victory, does the President now want the 
people to be grateful to him for restoring their rights? Did he 
decide to lift the suspension because he had found a clever 
way of easing off the pressure without really giving up the 
powers inherent in the suspension since its date of effectivity 
is still uncertain? | 

One cannot imagine how the situation could have 
changed overnight or how the President could change his 
views so drastically within 24 hours. Unless of course the 
President had been exagerating or even concocting the crisis 
for hisown purposes and had now decided to end it, also for 
his own purposes. At any rate, a definite capriciousness is 
discernible in his contradictory statements. 

Although any move towards the restoration of the writ 
privilege should be welcomed, whatever the motivation, it is 
regrettable that the new development will render academic 
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- Senator Tafiada’s contemplated move to file a petition before 
the high court questioning the basis of the presidential 
suspension of the writ privilege. 

The Tafiada plan, besides questioning the presidential 
action in suspending the writ, would have focused on the role 
of intelligence agencies in the determination of policy. The 
Tafiada move would have asked for a reassessment of the 
peace and order conditions in the country which in his 
opinion do not warrant the suspension of the writ. The 
ex-senator contendsthat the court should have gone deeper 

i into the intelligence reports, “investigating those who made 

 , the reports and going into details of the alleged incidents 

a before determining whether or not the situation was so 

critical as to necessitate the suspension of the privilege of the 

writ of habeas corpus.’ After all, it is these intelligence 
reports that were pivotal in the Supreme Court decision that 
earned Marcos a legal victory. 

It seems that these intelligence reports which the : 
justices took so seriously are now treated lightly by the 
President. An inquiry into the veracity of the intelligence 
reports would have been a timely move. For in the past years, 
the rule of the dossier has been utilized by the authorities to 
lay the basis for actions which violated the people’s civil 
rights. Many a reputation has been shattered, many a policy 
has been justified by so-called intelligence information. 

The move to question the reports would have come at a 
time when the credibility of the President and his intelligence _ 
agents is very low. Perhaps the President decided he could 
not afford such an inquiry into the quality of his intelligence 
reports and therefore jumped the gun on Tafiada? 

In this connection it is worthwhile citing the opinions of 
two Con-Con delegates who. have had first hand experience 
with so-called intelligence reports. Delegate Bonifacio Gillego 
was for twenty years a professional intelligence man having 
served in the NICA, the MIS and the G-2 of the armed forces. 
He recently described these so-called intelligence reports as — 
coming from “‘biased and prejudiced sources, usually agents 
of inferior moral and intellectual quality who distort and 
fabricate reports to justify their continued employment.” 


50 


ae 
er 
ee, a 


bi 


—— = = 
“ s 
a ei 
—— —- ~ 5 ~ 
= i wy ik Fi oe 
ae 2S eee 
rom Pe Titus ogee ee 
> = -* . x, is - . 
praia tS = 


_— 


Soi Rn ee 


a ae 


~ —- : -- a a0 eT nee om =a — > 
> . re — i = ———— - - . <a ate . » 

_——- er — * ~ ls i > < » ~ = ‘. 
- z > - : ‘ Ti es ah ee a 9 _ >. tee st _ = >: 
- : — SE ‘ ’ - — : « y hs - — —- - 
“ — j . a . P 2 . ‘ = - . rd (a4 . ee = 

he Se FO « _ ne Sage IT a Fy = > gk ee ota 
ne ne moe : : rs . 24 “~ 2 ete 
” 





rete > “ - ~~ Pee ~ ‘ 
a : —-" = = 7% = me a ~ — re i ot el Se - 
Se a Se oe ee od cae em ge aed Seed ss a ak As ee Mater aes . 
oe a Seine i ie al oe Laie et: =\ a Ie 4 aah ee PG cee, "Sat Me my 
nes See? i Neg eae Z - “4 = 





Sik a 5 i Ries _ apie x ~ acre a he a 
— eine ve ; 
- oe nl ai . re 
: et Pte Pe ee ee - =<, : =e eae 
cat iA a a Ces, SEX eg OO tg RL re <= ot gies 3 : — 
hae = SAR pre as" oes 6 n= ee - 


a 


£ — 

end . 
a ee ee 
aa = = ee 





— n 
etl - —_ 


eh 
~~ i 3> ue 
=> 2 ae 2 
Pe bos mee : 


SOR aye eT ARR Ors! ta eben 
ee Rn ONT We SE, Sg 
Fs a eos 

PME 


. es 
ee rs 


< ——— i. 
aw ee Se 
ie ak 
. * 
- 5 ne 4 s 


ee ee 








It is is a small step from individual fabrication and 
distortion for job retention to collective fabrication and 
distortion to justify a decision of the commader-in-chief. 

Delegate Napoleon Rama who acted as one of the 
defense lawyers of the Yuyitungs, states that A-1 reports of 
army intelligence are reports gathered by the “most reliable 
agents.” These A-l reports were demolished by Yuyitung 
defense counsel Juan T. David. According to Rama it was 
proved beyond doubt that the evidence gathered by the 
army’s ‘‘most reliable agents’ were “99 per cent pure 
fabrication. Not just false but fake.”’ 

Rama in commenting on the mass of documents 
presented before the high court on the writ case points out 
that the ‘‘evidence came from the same perverted and 
polluted source...” 

The President’s decision to restore the writ privilege 
proves that he himself does not really believe the “mountains 
of evidence” he paraded before the court, neither does he 


seem to believe what he himself has been saying, for if indeed 


the the communists were getting ready to take over he would 
not have lifted the suspension, he would have proclaimed 
himself dictator and declared martial law. 
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PRESIDENTIAL ‘SUMBONG’ 


President. Marcos does not need “the responsible ra- 
dicals” with their “negative concept of freedom” to destroy 
his image. 

He does this better than anyone else — by his deeds and 
his words. | 

He did it again by pouring his heart to Joseph Kingsbury 
Smith, a bigwig of the Hearst Newspapers. : 

The President’s countrymen do not need this proddding 
of “‘agitators’” to come to certain conclusions after reading 
about the interview. They will of their own accord ask why 
their President is behaving like a little boy running homme to 
Mama to make sumbong. 

Marcos would be the first to castigate others for 
“‘washing dirty linen’ outside the country; in fact the First 
Lady herself has been reported to have suggested that 
criticisms in the local press be written in the vernacular so 
that foreigners would not read about them. Now the 
President himself chooses an international audience to launch 
an attack on his own country’s press. 

The president and his lady complained to Kingsbury 
Smith about the mass media’s attempt ‘“‘to wreck their 
marital happiness” by accusing them both of extra-marital 
excursions. Then, in the best tradition of American pulp 
magazine, they proclaimed that the “‘slings and arrows” of a 
cruel press have “only served to strengthen their love and 
devotion to one another.”’ Are the Malacafiang sweethearts 
trying to compete with “Love Story” for the tears of 
sentimental American housewives? _ | 

Another presidential lament is that “‘the oligarchs. are 


bent On’ removing me from public office by any means, fair 


or foul.” His countrymen do not need to be-coached to ask 


* Sumbong, is a Tagalog word for what is equivalent in English to 
report-plea-complaint, This piece evokes in the reader’s mind the spectacle 
of a young tot, rubbing his eyes red with his hands, as he complains to an 
elder about how he has been mistreated by, or has suffered at the hands of, 
a@ bully of a brother or a playmate whom he cannot handle, and, 
therefore, seeks redress of his grievance. 
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the following questions: If a presiderit can be removed only 
by impeachment and there are no moves for impeachment 
at present, what is he afraid of, assassination? With the 
whole army to protect him, why should a man who 
single-handedly delayed the Japanese capture of Bataan for 
three whole months be afraid? 

If the present Constitution is to be obeyed, the 
President should be out of public office in two years. What 


political future is he worried about, unless he has plans to 


retain power personally or through someone else? 

And why tell all this to an Admerican newsman — is he 
asking the American for help against his own people? And 
why did a mere American newsman have to be a Malacafiang 
guest? 

In the same interview, the President revealed to the 
world that he had set up trust funds for his wife and children, 
a la Kennedy, and “‘willed everything else to the nation.” 
“When I die,’ Marcos said, “‘I will die a poor man.” 

I will not try to forecast what the President’s country- 
men will make of this statement. We shall hear them soon 
enough in the jeepneys, in the markets, in the corner tiendas 


and barber shops — and most of their comments will be 


unprintable. 


On second thought, perhaps the President is right in | 


running home to Uncle Sam with his troubles. 
Nothing can protect him from the wrath of his ~—— ve 
| not even 28 medals. 
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PRESIDENTIAL HYPOCRISY | 


Fascist leadership is characterized not only by callous 
disregard for human life and liberties; it is also distinguished 
in its earlier stages by an expertise in the practice of 
hypccrisy to disguise its true nature. Once opposition is 
completely silenced, the inconvenient mask can be discarded 
and fasccist oppression will be practised as a matter of right. 
But before this stage is reached, hypocrisy is essential in 
order to give the illusion that the leader is not ruthless, that 
he too responds to those basic human feelings which exist in ° 
most men. 

Thus in the wake of the latest directive of PC Chief 
Garcia regarding the arrest of student activists for sedition 
and incitement to rebellion, President Marcos again mani- 
fested his magnificent mastery of the art of hypocrisy. The 
ease with which this President issues statements that shame- 
lessly contradict reality confirms that the practice of hypo- 
crisy is now second nature with our much-affidavited hero. 

_ Mr. Marcos would have us believe that the P.C. Chief 
acted on his own, without consulting him. The President 
insults the intelligence of the public if he thinks Filipinos will 
swallow the fiction that a subaltern like Garcia will do 
anything of the slightest significance without a go-ahead 
signal from his Commander-in-Chief. But by elevating a 
bureaucrat to the status of a free agent, Mr. Marcos is able to 
assume the role of guarantor of civil liberties. | 

*“The government’s policy of extreme tolerance has not 
been altered,’ Marcos declared in his most mellifluous tones. 
“The PC commanders and officers were just reminded of 
their duty to obtain evidence of violation of the law... .” 

If the murder of student and labor activists is maximum 
tolerance, I do not know what strict enforcement of the law 


* Farly in May 1971, following the escalation of student and — 
workers’ demonstrations against the Marcos Administration, the Constabu-_ 
lary went on a spree of arrests, allegedly to combat subversion and 
sedition, a development which generated adverse and adversary reaction 
from all sectors of society. Forthwith, the President, in the manner of 
Pontius Pilate, came out to his balcony and in public washed his hands of 
the messy affair. Here the author subjects him to withering ridicule. 
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would mean to Mr. Marcos — gas chambers, perhaps? How 
can he talk of maximum tolerance when at every demon- 
stration of student activists, Metrocom troopers are deployed 
in full battle gear, when helicopters hover over demonstrators 
peaceably assembled, when students are jailed and tortured 
and when soldiers fire their armalites directly at the 
protestors? Mr. Marcos’s statement is hypocrisy at its highest 
level. | q 

Marcos always has tendency to overkill. Not satisfied 4 
with the above-quoted statement, he went on further to say e 
that he would personally intervene “even if evidence exists, if 
this is a mere expression of radicalism and is not indicative of 5 
the presence of a conspiracy to rebellion or sedition.” i 
Henceforth, all that patriotic protestors need to do when 
they are kidnapped, beaten up, of shot at, is to address a 
prayer to St. Ferdinand, patron of maximum tolerance and 
defender of the democratic faith for his personal intervention | 
against the abusive military. 

Evidently, the patron saint of our civil liberties has been 
on vacation in some celestial Riviera because many protestors 
have been unjustly detained, many have been maltreated by 
police and army before being released without charges filed 
against them, some have disappeared and others are con- 
stantly harassed. I have yet to hear of any fortunate recipient SE 
of presidential intervention. | hoo 

As Gen. Garcia himself declared, the laws are there, have 
been there for many years. Have our law enforcers become so 
used to not enforcing laws that when they propose to do so, 
they must announce it with a blare of trumpets? 

Of course, there is more to this than a public an- 
nouncement of renewed activity. The principal objects of this 
activity know that the military are not just starting now to 
compile dossiers, tap phones, eavesdrop on organizational 
meetings, etc. The announcement has been made to in- 
timidate the ordinary citizens who may be thinking of 
supporting the protest movement more actively. It is for 
them that the military has made public its conversion into an 
army of spies and peeping toms. The announcement itself, 4 
therefore, already constitutes an infringement of civil liber- pt 
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ties because it is designed to instill fear and to abridge 
freedom of expression. The announcement of Garcia and the 
sanction of Mr. Marcos make them both guilty of violation of 
freedom of speech. 

If Mr. Marcos is now so militant in the enforcement of 
the laws, if he is in the mood of reminding his soldiers about 
the existence of certain laws, then why is it that so many 
crimes are occurring during this adirinistration? Why are 
there so many cases. of graft in high places, of protection of 
cronies and relatives, of misuse of the judicial issuance of 
search warrants? 

Perhaps, Mr. Marcos has inaugurated a new administra- 
tive concept - that of selective law enforcement. And why 
not? There are bigger crimes than calling Mr. Marcos names. 
These are the crimes that have in fact fueled the growing 
protests. But why prosecute smugglers, grafters, gun-runners, 
twenty-per-centers, political killers? They make some people 
rich and give them power, whereas the protest movement 
threatens this power and wealth. 

Mr. Marcos is going the way of all discredited leaders 
who know that they are no longer believed by their people. 
He is being driven to extremes of repression while at the same 
time pretending to adhere to traditional legal bounds. In so 
doing, he has had to issue hypccritical statements. For this, 
he is a natural. 
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THE MARCOS ARMY 


The militarization of the Marcos regime was completely 
exposed on the day he launched his “democratic revolution.” 
Another convincing though less dramatic exposition of this 
- phenomenon is the new budgetary request of the armed 
forces as contained in the new Appropriations bill submitted 
to Congress. 

The military organization in this country is one of the 
most wasteful forms of parasitism. Millions of pesos are 
channeled yearly to the most non-productive and even 
destructive sector of society. Moreover, this parasitic class 
poses the danger of completely transforming the country into 
a fascist appendage of U.S. imperialism. 

Unlike other militocracies, our army is not extraverted. 
The President and his loyal foreign secretary have admitted 
that there is no threat of foreign invasion. 

There being no external threat, our large military 
establishment has no wars to fight, only people. Its function 
is police work against the populace. It exists to protect and 
preserve the present order. For this reason, it has deserved 
generous assistance from the United States. 

Military assistance, according to Lt. Gen. Robert H. 
Warren’s testimony before the Symington Committee, helps 
“the Filipino forces to physically protect U.S. Forces in the 
Philippines. ... to maintain internal security and stability 
and, thereby, make our own activities over there more 
secure.” Senator Symington clarified: 

“In other words, we are paying the Philippine 
Government to protect us from the Philippine 
people who do not agree with the policies of the 
Government or do not like the Americans.” 

We have but to recall the activities of the American- 
trained counter-insurgency forces to convince ourselves of 
the accuracy of Senator Symington’s statement. 

The United States must bear a large part of the 
responsibility for the praetorian proclivities of the army. lt 
has been most generous in supplying our military with 
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) ~~~ advisers, training its promising officers, and providing it with 





needed equipment. This has produced, as intended, a pro- 
American orientation among the military. Given the in- 
creasingly evident contradiction between U.S. and Philippine 
interests, such an orientation is in fact an anti-Filipino 
attitude. as 
No wonder Marcos, who is the actual defense secretary 
and chief of staff, has been coddling the armed forces. He 
needs the military to protect the interests he is defending. 
The usefulness of the military as a defender of a 
reactionary administration and its colonial masters insures for 
this organization many special considerations. Thus we have a 
wasteful and expensive military set-up with a dispro- 
portionate number of officers to enlisted men. These officers 
are a privileged group enjoying emoluments and facilities 
which have turned them into contented bureaucrats. This is 
one of the ways by which imperialism creates forces that will 
act in its behalf to suppress progressive movements. 
Militarism is indispensable to an imperialist society. The 
slaughter of Vietnamese, Cambodians and Laotians has staved - 
off economic crisis and given employment to many Ameri- 
cans. About 20 per cent of the labor force in the United 
States is engaged directlv or indirectly in war production. 
The United States since the 60’s had been more 
militarised than at any time in its history. Around 4% of its 
labour force is in the armed services,12%of the gross national 
product goes to armaments, it has 275 major bases through- 
out the world, and roughly half of the total US budget goes 
to the war machine. Furthermore, the Pentagon has a 
department charged with the promotion of the sale of arms — 
to underdeveloped countries so that local forces may bolster 
American military might in their respective jurisdictions. 
This staggering expenditure of resources is necessary to 
keep the world markets, particularly those of the under- 
developed areas, open for the American oligarchy. After all, 
profit rates for American businesses in underdeveloped areas 
are higher than domestic rates. ; 
Militarization cannot bolster the Philippine economy. 
We have ‘no defense industries. Our military cannot open and 
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maintain foreign markets for our products. A large and 
well-provided military establishment is therefore an in- 
tolerable burden which the people are forced to support so 
that it may be used against them. 

The original purpose of the National Defense Act was to 
create a citizen army. Today, the army is an organization 
premised on an anti-citizen bias. Any popular demonstration 
of protest is immediately confronted with the military 
presence. | | 

The army was used to protect the President.on Januar 
25. The demonstrators in the streets were separated by the 
military from the President who was obviously afraid of the 
people and had faith only in his military protectors. 

The army has become a national bodyguard for a 
frightened President. He likes to point out that it is the only 
organized force in the country and he is its commander- 
in-chief. Unfortunately, it is not a force based on the people. 

The policy of creating a citizen army out of the college 
trainees, as originally conceived, can no longer be implement- 
ed for the students have been taking up the cudgels for 
popular causes. An army recruited from their ranks would 
surely endanger Mr. Marcos’s regime. 


The President’s love for the military is not due merely — 


to the fact that he wants to justify the medals he acquired 
through affidavits, or to bolster the claims of his paid 
biographers. Having lost the respect of the people, Mr. 
Marcos sees the military as the only force that can protect 
him and his friendly foreign and local ligarchs. 
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THE FIRST FAMILY 


a COTE generation is very fortunate in being able to enjoy 
the experience of seeing, hearing and reading about the 


exploits of a couple who will surely live in history as the 
devastatingly brilliant warrior President and the fabulously 
charming First Lady. The native wisdom of the Filipino 


elector was never soclearly demonstrated as in the last 


elections when he selected not only a bemedalled saviour of 
the Pope but also a middle-aged beauty possessed of myriad 
talents. | 

Indeed the love team of Ferdinand and Imelda is now 
regaling our generation with their adventures. They provide 
the needed escapism for a people already satiated with aging 
local actors and actresses, defeated basketball teams, and an 
interminable succession of international beauty contestants. 
In due time, Irene, Bombong and Imee will provide more 
than their present delightful bit roles. 

‘But it is not only as purveyors of escapist experience 
that this gifted couple serve their people for, to their credit, 
the country has advanced tremendously under their joint 
stewardship. Most highly prized is the gigantic road building 
program of the Marcos-Romualdez regime — an enduring 
monument to the accomplishments of this duo. 

Marcos has constructed thousands of meters of roads. 
These roads not only give more space to our carefully 
screened and courteous drivers; they also contribute to the 
beautification of the country. Marcos as usual is kilometric 
but Imelda, constantly surrounded as she is with artists, has 
added by her influence the aesthetic touch. The public works 
supervisors must be sc conscious of Imelda’s emphasis on art 
that they have constructed roads in such a manner as to give 
the artistically inclined among them a chance to exercise 
their talents. The newly cemented or asphalted roads all 


sport pure black lines of tar running in all directions in order 


to further beautify the cracks that have appeared with 
delightful spontaneity. This road building program is both 
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imaginative and inexpensive — imaginative because these tar 
lines constitute an application of an amazing graphic technic 
utlizing a new material on a surface with primitive texture, 
and inexpensive because very little cement and other paving 


materials were used. These same roads amply demonstrate » 


the administration’s technocratic efficiency for they remain 
quite solid for several weeks. 

Marcos has brought us peace and order. Except for a 
few kidnappings, murders, rapes, robberies, and _ illegal 
searches, the people enjoy security in their dwellings. It is 
only when they go out in the streets that they incur a few 
risks. Anyway, anyone can defend himself since guns can 
easily be bought and cars can be made bullet proof. 

We owe our economic progress to Marcos. The peso is 
stable, there is very little unemployment, prices do not rise 
very high, production is accelerating by leaps and bounds. 
The progress of a country is best measured by the amount of 
debt it has accumulated. By this token we are indeed a 
developing economy. 

But Marcos would not have sbuopiplished all this 
without his Imelda. She has shown not only outstanding 
qualities of leadership but also of feminine virtue. For 
example, she is initiating a moral renaissance in this country 
that has been critically ill with the sickness of conspicuous 


consumption. She has demonstrated to her fellow Filipinas 


that you can be a First Lady without being fashionable. 

_ She refused to be included in the list of best-dressed 
women knowing full well she had no place in that list because 
she dresses simply at all social functions — without any 
display of jewelry and other accessories of wealth. She has 
taught our rich matrons a lesson: you can wear expensive 
clothes without advertising it. 

In the tradition of Filipino womanhood, she shows that 


she is merely the keeper of the house, the helper of her | 


husband, not the shrew nor the backseat driver. She never 
tries to steal the limelight from him. She shuns publicity 
except at state functions or on foreign tours. 

The first family has set the example to future occupants 
of Malacafiang. They have abjured nepotism. Kinship with 
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the Marcoses is a distinct disadvantage, if not a bar to public 
office. That is why not all of their immediate relatives have 
been allowed to seek public office even if they have the 
talent so badly needed by our countrymen. 

This couple have been in office only for five years but 
they have accomplished a great deal. They have set new 
patterns of behavior, they have introduced a new faces in the 
hierarchy of our leadership, and they have ended the careers 
of men with a predisposition to’ independence. At the rate 
they are going, they may remain a first family for a long, long 
time. 
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BANNING THE MARCOSES 


THE Constitutional Convention on which many pinned 
their hopes for social change has now become an object of 
indifference, of ridicule, and even of contempt. Its loss of 
prestige is due to the antics of many delegates and to the 
suspicion that this body is under the thumb of Malacafang. 

The public now regards the Convention as nothing more 
then a body composed of politicians and Marcos hirelings. Its 
very integrity is therefore in question. Many no longer expect 
the results of its work to have a positive impact on our 
future. Instead, fears have been expressed that it will produce 
a document that may even be a retrogression compared to 
the present Constitutior.Considering what the Convention has 
done to Pilipino, there is reason to fear that reactionary 
and colonial minds may even curtail civil rights and intensify 
our dependence on foreign economic interests. 

There are still some delegates, however, who are anxious 
to stop the erosion of the reputation of the Convention. 
Many of them are men of integrity, men who came to 
reform Philippine society. Although they now realize that, 
given the calibre of their colleagues, the Convention will 
surely disappoint their expectations, they nevertheless cling 
to the hope that they will succeed in pushing through 


a few worthwhile measures. 

The only chance that the Convention can escape being 
stigmatized as just another Congress is for the body to prove 
that is not a tool of Marcos. The only way to do this is to 
pass a resolution barring the incumbent and his lady from 
running in 1973. | 

Although both Marcoses proclaim to the four winds 
their desire to retire from office, their actions belie their 
words. The President, evidently, finds the resolution spon- 
sored by Mr. Napoleon Rama offensive because he has even 
stooped to ascribing personal motives for Rama’s deter- 


mination to push through this resolution. 
Affecting a civil libertarian posture, one of his 


spokesmen characterized the ban as a deprivation of the 
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rights of Mr. and Mrs. Marcos and of the other members of 
their family.:But, as Mr. Rama points out, Mr. Marcos is not 
being deprived of any rights because under the present 
constitution he has served his full limit. Insofar as the First 
Lady is concerned, Rama asserts that unless the First Lady is 
banned, the President will still act as a re-electionist official 
with his mind on the election of his wife. 

Delegate Ricardo Nepomuceno further clarifies the 
position of his group by saying that the banning of the First 
Lady is in line with their platform of putting a stop to the 
establishment of family dynasties in Philippines politics. If, 
he says, we are serious about preventing political dynasties on 
a local scale why should we not do the same on the national 
level? 

These two gentlemen: who are in the forefront of the 
effort for the approval of the resolution are well aware of the 
fact that one of the factors aggravating social unrest in the 
Philippines today: is Marcos himself. An.early assurance of the 
removal of the Marcoses from the political scene in 1973 
would contribute to the struggle for basic change. At present, 
the anti-democratic nature of this regime and its utilization 
of power — political, financial and military — constitutes a 
strong pressure on the Convention against a departure from 
the status quo. This therefore makes the issue a fundamental 
one. Alsc, the real roots of our national problems may 
become more visible to many once the Marcos syndrome is 
removed. This is the position of these delegates. 

The Convention delegates would do well to listen to 
these colleagues of theirs if they are interested in salvaging 
their reputations. The-rumors about Malacafiang dinners and 
other less obvious forms of pressure can be dissipated by an 
early and unequivocal decision on the Rama resolution. 

For his part, President Macapagal should now realize 
that merely holding on to an honorific position is no 
guarantee of honor. More than any other delegate, he has a 
personal stake in the passage of this resolution. If he persists 
in his pathetic posture of non-involvement he will only 
confirm the widely-held suspicion that the resolution he 
presented banning Presidents and their kin from future office 
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was merely a palabas and that he was in fact Marcos’s original 
: choice. This would indeed be a demction from the puppet of 
the United States to the puppet of a puppet. 


! Delegates who value their self-respect have no choice 
but to make this elementary demonstration of in- 
dependence. If they cannot give us a truly democratic, 
anti-imperialist Constitution, they can .at least erect a 
constitutional barrier to the prolongation of the Marcos 
regime. It is the least they can do for their suffering 
countrymen. 
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QUINTERO GAVE MONEY TO HIMSELF 


Eduardo Quintero has been unmasked as a vicious, 
calculating individual whose sole purpose in life is to 
embarrass the Marcoses. This wily delegate so comported 
himself in his government career as to give no one a chance to 
question his integrity. but this moral probity was really just a 
part of his carefully laid out and long-range plot to destroy 
President Marcos and the First Lady. 

Having had a lack-luster career marked only by effi- 
ciency and honesty, Quintero decided to end his public life 
with a bang. And what better way than to grab the headlines 
which had eluded him all these years while at the same time 
fulfilling his dark obsession? 

The plot began to take shape in his twisted mind — he 
would choose the most prestigious national platform and 
from there drop a bombshell which would impugn the 
integrity of an illustrious family he had sworn to destroy. 


He therefore ran for the convention and immediately - 


upon his election he set his plan into operation. Methodically 
he set about spinning his web of intrigue. He infiltrated 
Malacafiang dinners and, to make his future ‘expose’ 
credible, he befriended certain delegates and congressmen 
close to the first couple. 

He began planting rumors about a payola and at the 


proper psychological moment, he unwrapped his plot. He 


alleged that he had received envelopes for’ certain delegates; 


he executed an affidavit naming names and involving even the _ 


First Lady. And he did this at a time when he knew that any 
disturbing news might cause a presidential miscarriage. 

Quintero felt no human compassion for suffering 
motherhood. He wanted to be cruel to the First Lady. For 
was she not a member of the fabulous Romualdez clan of 
Tolosa, Leyte? From early childhood, Quintero unlike the 
First Lady, had had a grudge against the rich. This grew into 
a neurotic hatred against the Romualdezes. 

He was a mere law clerk when the Romualdez clan was 
already priding itself in developing an intelligent and hard- 
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working future international celebrity like Kokoy; he re- 
mained a struggling member of the diplomatic corps when 
the First Lady was already a sales executive of a music store. 
Really, Quintero could not suppress his envy. He had to get 
even. 

And what did he do? He gave himself envelopes 
containing money. He made notes on these envelopes, 
scribbling names, the date of donation, the place and the 
circumstance. And he implicated the First Lady in the 
payola. 

He fooled some elderly members of the convention into 
believing him for had he not been an honest government 
employee-all his life? These delegates could not discover any 
ulterior motives for Quintero’s plan to expose the bribery 
attempts. But beneath the appearance of integrity, beneath 
the lofty aims, beneath the posture of a man plagued by a 
crisis « of conscience lay a treacherous heart. 

He knew that he could never become as powerful and as 
successful as the first couple; he realized that he did not have 
the gift of gab, the ability to blow up small achievements, the 
single-minded ruthlessness required to succeed in this dog- 
eat-dog world. And at 72, how could he hope to become a 
father? Envious,Quintero wanted to hurt the first couple. 

The best way to do this would be to torpedo their 
earnest schemes to retire from public life. His devious mind 
told him that with Imelda’s integrity in jeopardy she would 
have to do everything to stay in Malacafiang. Had she not said 
that the presidency was a calvary for her? He, ee 
would condemn her to four more years of it. 


Quintero must have thought that by this expose he could 
also bring about anarchy through a widespread disenchant- 
ment with the present system. Perhaps the intelligence agencies 
should investigate the man. They may yet make the brilliant 
discovery that he is a KM member. There are similarities in 
their modus operandi. 

Quintero gave himself envelopes and the KM’s are in the 
habit of shooting themselves and throwing pillboxes at one 
another. 
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THE SICK SOCIETY 


The announcement of the miscarriage of the First Lady 
was followed by the President’s dramatic, indictment that 
ours “is a sick society which allows and encourages a First 
Lady to be buffeted by unfounded attacks and stresses 
during her pregnancy.’ 

As usual, the President is most generous in passing the 
blame to everyone else — media in particular. But if our 
society is sick, as indeed it is, the President and the First 
Lady have been in the eyes of the people mainly responsible 
for the aggravation of its ills in the last six and one-half years 


One might have been cheered by the President’s belated 


realization that our society is sick if one were not highly 


* With this piece, Mr. Constantino bowed out as regular columnist 
of the Manila Chronicle. The developments leading to his cutting off of 
his connections with the Lopez-owned daily and with the Lopez 
Memorial Museum came so fast he had no time to write a formal swan 
song, thus leaving the Chronicle readers (a great number of whom were 
Constantino followers) in the dark as to the real reasons for the abrupt 
demise of his column. 

However, this piece could well serve as a parting shot. With its 
title, the author correctly, albeit unwittingly, described the social milieu: 
in which he moved, but in a sense clearly different from that intended by 
Mr. Marcos. 

In a manner of speaking, Mr. Constantino can be said to be 
a victim of national unity. In May 1972, the President made peace — in 
the name of “national unity’’ — with the Lopezes, thereby ending the 
‘‘war of attrition’’ which both parties had vowed to wage, each against 
the other, following the Vice President’s resignation from the Cabinet 
the year before. Thereafter, as keen observers of the national political 
scene noted, the long-pending petition of the Lopez-owned Meralco for 
rate increases was acted upon favorably by the Public Service Commission 
(the government took an appeal by certiorari to the Supreme Court); 
and the Chronicle toned downed its criticisms of the Marcoses and of the 
policies of the Marcos Administration. A caustic editorial flogging the 
Marcos Administration’s handling of the NBI raid on the Quintero home 
was suppressed, prompting Editor-in-Chief Amando Doronila to turn in 
a memorandum of resignation (which, so far, has not been acted’ upon); 
columnist Ernesto Granada ceased writing about the Marcoses and 
turned his attention instead to Vietnam and to Bagatsing. Only Constan- | 
tino remained the effective columnist of the paper. Readers wondered 
how long it would be before the word would be passed on to him. 
It did not take a long time coming. After this piece came out, Mr. 
Constantino was given the hint (just a hint!); to take it easy lest the 
Meralco petition be jeopardized. Constantino took the hint: he stopped 
his column and on June 15, 1972, tendered his irrevocable Fereenten 
as curator of the Lopez Museum, effective 15 days later, 
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suspicious of his diagnosis of the illness and of the initial 
steps he has taken to cure it. The President used to paint the 
rosiest picture of our society; he used to predict that under 
him it would be great again, that there was emerging a new 
breed of Filipinos, and that the country was marching toward 
progress, peace and justice. 

It became sick in his eyes only when he suffered a 
personal loss. As far as the Malacafiang “doctor” is con- 
cerned, our society is sick because it has turned against him 
and the First Lady. _ 

The President vows to devote the rest of his term to the 
mission of reforming “this sick society. .. by bringing about 
a more respossible leadership in government and in the 
private sector.’’ Did this mission of reform begin with the 
raid on Quintero’s house? Does “responsible leadership’’ 
consist of unleashing one’s lackeys to spout innuendoes and 
calumnies? Is ‘‘reform” to be premised on the gross violation 
of civil rights? , 

The President’s actions on the Quintero case and his 


_ daily attacks on media lead one to suspect that he wants to 


cure society by rendering it mute. Tyrants used to silence 
their enemies by cutting off their tongues. 

The President describes the Quintero expose as a 
“fantastic story’’ and castigates the press for “‘foisting upon 
the public as the real thing’? what he labels as rumor and 


speculation. But the man on the street quite obviously does 


not regard the Quintero affidavit as a “‘fantastic story.” 

Can it be that as far as the public is concerned, the First 
Lady’s own actions in the past render this new accusation 
credible? Media has reported both sides; why is public 
reaction overwhelmingly against the Marcoses? 

On the other hand, what the people regard as a 
“fantastic story foisted upon the public as the real thing,”’ is 
the ?379,000 the NBI found in Quintero’s house. 


Past misdeeds are catching up with the Malacafiang — 
occupants. It is most unfortunate that an unborn child paid — 


the price. That child had the right to be born and it was the 
duty of its parents, principally its mother, to secure its right 
to life. 
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If the First Lady felt she was being subjected to 
“emotional stress” by recent developments, she should have 
rigidly insulated herself from the outside world by banning 
from her room newspapers, radio, TV, and talkative syco- 
phants for the duration of her pregnancy. 

That would have been the correct remedy, not Mr. 
Marcos’ implied request for a nine-month truce for his lady 
while he continued the war on her behalf. 

If the first couple want to fulfill their dream of having a 
fourth child, a grateful country will surely leave them in 
peace to complete their noble endeavor if they will first 
request their faithful friends in the Con-Con to vote for the 
ban on past and incumbent presidents and their immediate 
relatives. ; 
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LETTER FROM IRAN 


Dear Ferdie: 
| Whether it is you or I in 1973, there are many things we 
can both learn from this country. | : 

Marunong si Reza. By celebrating the 2500th anniver- 
sary of Persian royalty, he makes it appear that he is a 
descendant of a long line of kings. lbig sabihin matagal na 
silang mayaman at royalty talaga. The fabulous preparations 

_ have attracted many big shots (like me, ehem!) which means 
international prestige. At the same time, the pomp and glitter 
of empire are a good substitute gratification for the Iranian 
people. Pobre nga ang mga tao pero enjoy naman sila 
watching the beautiful people. 

Nakakainis ang mga activists; lagi na lamang Hitler ang’ 
tawag sa iyo. | would prefer a comparison with Pahlevi; pogi 
na, wala pang bigote. 

The dresses that came from Paris and the creation of 
Christian went over big with members of royalty. Jelling-jelly 
sila, lalo na yung mga walang kayaman. At pati is Christina 
Ford na aking roommate nanlalaki ang mata sa wardrobe ko. 

My tent is luxuriously furnished. I think we should have 
one just like it in Tolosa. Pinasukat ko na kay Ising at 
pinakikialaman naman ni Kokoy kung sino ang gumagawa. 


Alam mo naman ako, action agad. 

* Prior to the Plaza Miranda bombing in 1971, Malacaiiang leaked 
out reports, intended as trial balloons to test public reaction, that Mrs. 
Imelda Marcos, along with chiefs of states and heads of governments of 
other nations, had been invited by the government of Iran (Persia) to 
attend the celebration of the 2500th anniversary of that kingdom. 
Despite popular disapproval of the Imelda trip, specially during the 
critical weeks following the suspension of the writ of habeas corpus, the 
First Lady, accompanied by a platoonsized retinue of newsmen, photo- 
graphers, couturiers, hairdressers, and courtiers, and a planeload of stylish 
clothes, left for Persepolis, rationalizing her trip with the claims that: 
(1) she was representing her husband who is head of a government, 
(2) the trip was necessary as a show of gratitude to Iran for thc Iranian 
vote that made possible Manila as the seat of the Asian Development 
Bank; and (3) the trip was necessary to promote cultural understanding 
and mutual amity with a Muslim country at a time that there was 
restlessness among Filipino Muslims being subjected to genocide by the 
AFP and the AFP-backed Ilaga private army. 

In this piece, the author envisions what Imelda could have written 
to her husband while she was enjoying the ‘“‘bash of the century’’ amidst 
the tents in the desert ruins of the Peacock Throne at Persepolis. 
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Do you know that there are certain parallels between 
the administration of the Shah and ours? May mga Maoista 
din dito. Nauna sa Iran ang barikada. Hindi rin siguro nakuha 
ni Reza sa himas-himas ang mga student kaya in December 
1953, his troops entered the University grounds to stop a 
student demonstration. The Royal military guard and the 
police shot to death three unarmed students dissidents daw 
‘There were subsequent invasions of the University by armed 
soldiers and secret agents. Finally, every time three or more 
students were observed talking together they were ap- 
proached and warned to stop their discussions. Ngayon 
tahimik na. 

Mayroon akong nabasang libro ng isang Iranian. Siguro 
communista ang author, pero anyway ito ang sabi niya: Free 
elections nga daw sa Iran pero fixed in advance kung sino ang 
mananaio. Cabinet ministers appointed by Shah are treated 
by him just like personal muchachos kasi lahat may secret 
suplementary salary from the Shah. Kaya naman loyal na 
loyal. 

You must have read my statement praising the Shah for 
distributing his lands to the poor. But you do not know what 
he really did. Well, ganito. When the old Reza abdicated some 
time ago, he transferred all his property, the lands he had 
seized from landlords, to his son and successor, the present 
Shah. Because of political pressure, the son had to turn them 
over to the state to be returned to the original owners. Ang 
bait! But somehow these owners could no longer find proof 
of ownership, daw, so Parliament gave most of the lands to 
the Shah as a gift. lyan ang talagang tutang Congreso, ano. 
Nagalit ngayon ang mga peasants so the Shah said he would 
sell some of these lands to them in long-term installments. 
Magandang propaganda! Pero alam mo ba kong ano ang 
ginawa?. Nagtayo siya ng isang bangko-to finance the 
purchase by the peasants. Then the bank paid the Shah the 
purchase price in cash for his lands while the other 
landowners are still waiting for the end of the long-term 
installment. Listo talaga. 

Alam mo ba kung anong sinabi niya when he announced 
his land reform? “I realized that if we did not change wings 
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soon, there would be a‘Red revolution. It was up to me to 
make my own revolution.”’ Parang ikaw, ano? 

Masaya si Imee. She had a nice trip: I am sure Bong isa 
little jealous but his school 1s very strict. They treat him there 
like anybody else. No privileges for sons of heads of state. 

1 am enjoying this trip. At least | am freer to move 
around, and can wear anything I want without the hateful 
Manila chismes. The barkada is always around and we all feel 


as if we were just in some part of the Philippines. Of course, — 


it ig an inconvenience for Kokoy because he cannot heli- 


copter to Leyte but we must all sacrifice a little to serve our . 


country, hindi ba?. | ; 

Andy, ibinalita ko sa mga bago kong kaibigan ditc, sina 
Spiro at Judy, Tito. Grace at Rainier, Fabiola at kanyang 
asawa at marami pa, that | am writing a book on culture. 
-Interested. sila lahat kaya I invited them all to the book 
launching. Ang sabi ko, doon naman tayo inag-happy-happy 
sa Malacafiang. That will be a big boost for our tourism, ano? 

Do not worry about me; there is a member of the family 
at every stop | make. In London I shall be with the children 
and in the US, Danding will be there to direct operations. 
‘Mas masarap ito kaysa sa kampanya; anyway I think you 
have everything under control. | 

Sige pa ba ang mga tira sa akin?. Just ignore them. Pero 
ayaw ko yata yoong tawag sa akin ni Constantino na Joan of 
Arc. Hindi ba na burnt at the stake yoon? — 

I hope your cronies are entertaining you, pero hanggang 
golf lamang, walang kalokohan. 


Love 
Meldy 
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LETTER FROM MALACANANG 


Dear Meldy, | 

I am sorry for the delay of this reply to your letter from 
Iran. You must realize that this is a letter I have to write 
myself. A book can be ghosted, but a letter to my beloved? 
Never! Moreover, I have been busy masterminding any 
things like the Aquino case and the elections. 

Believe me, I have no time for kalokohan as you 
reminded me in your letter. Don’t worry, | have suspended 
the writ for myself while you are away. I am in detention for 
the duration. 


You have been aetiine a good press, my dear, as a 


matter of fact your international standing is now probably 
better than mine. And imagine having Christina Ford and 
Baroness Rothschild as your maids-in-waiting! You really 
belong with royalty. How I wish I could make you a queen. 
If it were in my power, I would give you a crown and a 
scepter. Will you be content with .the Presidential sea] 
instead? 

I have been giving a virtuoso performance myself despite 
your absence. [ am on TV every night and in the headlines 
every morning. With my new, charmingly sinister TV 
personality, I have announced, insinuated, or threatened so 
many new developments in the Aquino-subversion cases that 
the opposition does not know anymore what to attack me 
for. Hilong-hilong na silang lahat. Of course I contradict 
_myself sometimes but as long as I come up with new 
“revelations,” the public forgets what I said the day before. 


I tell you, fighting communism is great fun — and— 


useful, too. Remembér how the writ suspensicn drove Plaza 


Miranda from the headlines? Now the revival of the Aquino | 


case has muted criticism of your trip. You should be grateful 
tome. | 

Incidentally, everything is under control. The Liberals 
have no chance especially now that the Plaza Miranda 
bombing will be connected to them and not to us. Siguro, 
nakakulong na si Ninoy by election day. You will like that, 
won't you? 
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How was London? Why did you not arrange a call on 

the Queen? You could have conferred with her on the status 
of husbands as consorts, their duties and their rights. 

| was surprised to read the news from New York that 
you visited U Thant and Malik. Was that a Romulo 
brainstorm? If so, his standing with New York newsmen 
must be slipping. Otherwise the head of the news story would 
have read ROMULO ACCOMPANIES MRS. MARCOS. You 
know Romy, he would give his right arm for a headline. But 


~ stick to him as your PR man. He has experience, that is what 


he has been doing all his life. Recently he endorsed J. V. 
Cruz although it was !V who exposed him as a a mr vanaded in 
1953. 

The U Thant endorsement of your Peatices was a 
wonderful donus. I can just see your campaign poster — 
Fabulous Imelda with Persepolis in the background and 
underneath, “‘Endorsed by U Thant, Secretary General of the 
United Nations.” Great! 

The Fords are certainly pouring it on. A Ford plant in 
the Philippines must mean a lot to them. But do nct overdo 
the connection; we do not want to alienate the other 
American billionaires. 

Your picture taken at the Detroit Institute of Arts 


made page one here. you were very lovely with all your jewels 


on display. Pero hija, bakit naman Buddha pa ang tiningnan 
mo? Golden ba? 

Boss, Huwag kang magalit, but may | make few suggest- 

ions? I believe you should be more discreet in your off-the- 


cuff statements. For example, some newspapermen asked me_ 


about our newspaper and I told them that I do not know 
anything about it. It turns out that you had already admitted 


to them that we are putting out a newspaper. Then there is 


the item in Pace Magazine in which you explained that some 
columnists are dominated by their wives so they give vent to 
their frustrations by criticizing us. Now that is a reflection on 
me. They might say that I am ruthless and dictatorial because 
of you, because I am under the saya. Be careful, my dear. 

By the way, who should I appoint to the Supreme 


Court? I await your good judgement. There are many other | 
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matters that cannot be decided until you arrive, but don’t 
hurry back,. Just enjoy yourself, magshopping ka na and | 
guarantee that there will be no tapes, no Dovies, no monkey 
business while you are away. You know naman that you are 
the only one. 

I await your return with savaetating anxiety. 


Love, 
Ferdie 
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FROM RUSSIA, WITH LOVE 


Dear Ferdie, 

Nakalusot din tayo. My sudden departure kept them off 
balance, ano? Nakalimutan na ang aking Madrid junket, 
ngayon foreign affairs naman. Parang mga hilong talilong; 
basta, nakapag-abroad na ako uli. | 
| It is up to you to find official reasons for my trip, that 
is your department. At ipahanda mo na ang report ko to the 
Foreign Policy Council. | 

Now for some details about my trip to Madrid. It was 
fortunate that I had a crash lesson in Spanish. Pero alam mo 
hindi ko pa rin sila maintindihan. Mabilis magsalita. Kaya ako 
nag-smart na lang. Everytime they say something I cannot 
understand I just say ojala, he-he-he, bueno, de por si, no me 
digas, at dinadagdagan ko na lang ng aking chabacano. The 
statement I memorized was well received by Franco. When he 
asked me questions I just repeated what I memorized. 
| Do you know that in Madrid there are people who fora 
fee can give you authentic documents tracing your lineage to 
a noble family? I engaged one, I am sure they can find me 
some count, duke or even king like the Bourbons. Wala kang 
pag-asa, ilokano ka lamang. 

By the way I noticed the wife of Franco 1s named 
Carmen,. the bride is Maria del Carmen, there are many 
Carmens here; hoy, mag-ingat ka diyan. Marami na naman 
akong naririnig. 

1 was a hit in Madrid, alam mo na, laging sikat tayc. 
you will see when I bring back the pictures and the 
clippings. | 

Of course I cannot understand the Spanish newspapers 
but according to those who read them I was a stunning 
success. Bakit ba hindi ingles ang gamitin ng mga newspapers 
‘dito?: ; , 

Si Franco ay matanda at mataba. Kaya sabi ko sa kanya, 
.“Sefior Franco juega golf como mi marido para reduce el 
estomago, es garantisado. Tumawa lang siya. Siguro uliyanin 
na. 
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Well, in Moscow, I had to change my wardrobe. 
Hindi na leopardcoat; medyo proletarian na tayo. I just wore 
the expensive coat with fur lining that does not look very 
mod. Alam mo na ang mga comunista, atrasado sa moda. I was 
met by Furtseva. Ang taba! At walang alajas. 


Imagine these Russians, they have a lot of jewelry of the 


Romanovs in their museums. Why don’t they wear them? En 
ves na naka Display, ipasuot sa tao. Hindi ba ito ang 


-komunismo? What is yours is mine and what is mine 1S 


yours? 


Nakakainis itong Pravda, they had only two paragraphs 


about me and no pictures. Hindi pala puede ang PR ni 
Kokoy dito. At walang masyadong shopping sa Russia, kung 
ipagbili nila sana ang crown ni Catherine the Great, tatawaran 
ko. That is why I am going back to London and on the way 
home I will pass you know where. 

Regarding the Peking visit. If they don’t want to receive 
me offcially, hindi na bale. Why did they receive Nixon? He 
is also.a friend of Chiang Kai-Shek. Kong siya puede, bakit 


_ako hindi? Kung ganiyan sila, sabihin mo kay Antonio Roxas 


—e 


Chua na pupunta ako sa Taipeh. 

I am glad about your policy of recognition of other 
countries. It has given me a good excuse to travel as your 
representative. Did Coilantes already issue the statement that 
Kokoy ordered him to say, that | am more qualified than 


~ anyone else in the foreign office? Kung hindi pa, tawagan 


mo si Chito. You think of more countries to recognize, so | 
can visit them. 

Ano itong balita kong half day ka lamang sa Malacafiang? 
Saan ka ba nagpupunta? | told you walang kalokohan. Maybe 
that is why you saw me off at the airport. You wanted to be 
sure that I had gone. 

‘ Ano ba ang balita diyan Marami pa bang ngalngal? 
Don’t pay any attention to them, gawin na lamang natin ang 
ating gusto. Masasanay din sila. After a while they'll get tired 
of complaining about the same issues. Is the Daily Express 
ready for publication? Hurry them up. Para makaganti 
naman tayo. : 
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The children are fine. Si Bongbong ayaw na maging | 
scientist, Swiss banker daw ang ambisyon. At si Imee, she is if 
changing her mind about Oxford, baka daw Jasser o | 
Sorbonne. Kaya, in a month, I may have to come back again. 


Nag-iisa ka diyan.. Siguro yan ang gusto mo. Laging “4 
libre. When you say you miss me, OA lamang iyon. Pag-uwi ; 4 
ko, lagot ka. I will know everything when I get back; ifyou | i 
have your personal intelligence network, meron din ako. ) 

Siya nga pala, ang cute mo raw sa TV noong dinedefend Ml 
mo ako. Galit na galit raw, like a real loving husband. a 
Baka naman guilty conscience lamang. Pero bakit sabi mo 
raw, “She is nobody, she is nothing.” Sobra na yata yan. t 
Anyway, spasibo. Russian iyan for thank you, sabi ni— a 
Furtseva. | | a 


From Russia, with love, 
Meldy 
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Tales From Pangarap | 
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1. And it came to pass that the world was in turmoil, 
the nations were rent by civil wars, people hungered and 
went naked from poverty or by choice, fathers feared their 
sons, mothers aped their daughters, and nothing was as 
before. And all through the lands of the earth there was 
weeping and gnashing of teeth, there was lamentation and 
great mourning. 

2. And it came to pass that the leaders of mankind were 
in search of panaceas for the calamities that had been visited 
upon their peoples. 4 

3. The Colossus of the North was beset by a crisis q 
caused by a few millions of the black tribe who clamoured ' 
unjustly for equality with their white superiors. And this 4 
white tribe of the North was then fighting for survival against 
the perfidious tribe of Hanoi which was committing acts of 
aggression by shooting down planes that were merely : 
showering them with bombs of fire and sulphur. | 

4. Yonder in the Land of the Rising Sun, the yellow 
tribe was encountering great vicissitudes in trying to con- 4 
solidate the gains of the last Pacific War. Her hands full of 4 
millions, with less territories to shower them on, the Land of - F 
the Rising Sun was in search of people to help, people to { 
civilize. Alas, she found only suspicion and mistrust. For | 
verily, the techniques of peace are more intricate than the 
ways of war. 


* This article could well be re-titled the Gospel, according to St. 4 
Renato, recounting as it does the “greatness” of a new-found messiah of q 
contemporary Filipino power-brokers (and published as it was in the y 
Christmas number of GRAPHIC magazine). It has slight reference to h 
a “summit meeting’? held in Manila a few weeks earlier, which was y 
called by American President Lyndon Johnson among the heads of aq 
America’s client-states in Asia. Malacafiang drumbeaters, glossing over 
the fact that Mr, Marcos (in convoking the conference) was merely 
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acting on instruction from Mr. Johnson, disseminated the ridiculous eM 
claim that the summit meeting was a superb initial attempt at inter- | et 
national statesmanship by an energetic, if only budding, leader of Asia. a 
The third king, in this article, whom the author identifies as the Pilot, a 
has reference to South Vietnam’s Marshal Cao Ky, then a prime minister a 
and who has since been eclipsed by President Van Thieu, Pangarap a) 
(which means “‘dream’’) pertains to Malacafiang one of whose adjuncts, D, 
the Pangarap House, is used by Mr. Marcos for secret talks and activities, h 
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5. And the tribe of Saigon was sorely tried by the 
ie problem of spreading the boons of Democracy to 3/4 of its 
population who pridefully and obstinately refused the 
bounty of PX gooods, AID, military bases, and Western 
civilization. The tribe of Saigon was exceeding jembarrassed 
by its people’s lack of hospitality to half a million fighters 
from the Colossus of the North whose only mission was to 
spread the gospel of peace. 

6. And the kings of these three tribes were troubled. “‘Is 
there no balm in. Gilead?” they cried. Whereupon word 
reached their ears of a land far away — a wondrous land 
called Pearl of the Orient Seas, whose shores no calamity had 
visited in the last two years, whose people were happy and 
free. A land of milk and honey where peace and order 
reigned, where hunger was unknown. A land rich in roads 
rice, and schoolhouses. 

7. And the troubled kings of the three tribes sought 
knowledge of this wondrous land and they found what they 
sought in the sacred books of “Time” and “ Life.” And the | 
spake of the Pearl of the Orient Seas in this wise: “It isa 
land of peace and plenty, whose people partake of a miracle 
grain that gives them joy and wisdom. Wisely they entrust to 
others the management of their land, and joyfully they 
welcome all those who would posses? the bounties of their — 
soil and the fruits of their labors.” 

8. And this new Eden was ruled by a man of peace who. 
was known throughout the land as the Heroic Leader. The 
Heroic Leader had taken unto himself a wife of surpassing 
beauty who was noted for her angelic voice and her wide 
repertory of song. And it was said of him that he spoke little 
and did much. And it was also said that since he took the 
mantle of leadership, everyone disposed of his arms and there. oi. 
were no more killings. And further was it said of him that by «77 
his words alone he wrought miraculous changes — he made a! 
the land fruitful, the people “new” and prosperous and 
hardworking, their future bright as the sun. eee 

9. The three troubled kings rejoiced and were exonéditie ; 
glad. They said unto themselves, “Let us go thither and drink 
of this fountain of wisdom. And let us bring gifts that the 
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fountain may overlow for our edification,” 

10. And they arose and lifted up their eyes to seek ae 
the heavens some portentous sign for their journey. And lo 
and behold, as they lifted up their eyes they saw in the 


_ heavens Philcomsat’s early bird satellite. And they followed 
_its light. And this light led them to the abode of the Heroic 


Leader. 

11. As they landed on the smooth, rut-free runway of 
Pearl airport, they cried, ‘Where is he that was born a 
Heroic Leader? For we have seen his satellite in the heavens 
and are come to seek his counsel.” 

12. And proud ladies in blue of diverse sizes, shapes, and 
ages led them to the place called Pangarap and they knelt at 


the feet of the Heroic Leader, bringing with them gifts. 


13. And the Great White Father from the Colossus of 
the North was the first to place his offering at the Heroic 
Leader’s feet. And he gave the Heroic Leader a miniature 
fragmentation bomb, for he was a man of peace. 

‘14, And he saith unto the Heroic Leader, “Fear ye not. 
of this gift which looks evil but which in reality is only a 
convenient plaything. It destroyeth not property but only 
people, and we have tested it in the fields of Hanoi. Accept 
yet this symbol of my quest for peace, the symbol of my love 
for those unfortunate people.” 

15. And he began to weep profusely as he filled the air 
with his lamentations, ““Thou knowest my great love for them, 
thou knowest I wish only to put evil away from their midst, to 
redeem them out of the house of bondage. My heart bleeds 
for them for they are so backward they are unable to build 
military targets as fast as my planes can destroy them, and 


my pilots are getting bored. Yet they persist in their pride 


and arrogance and with evil in their hearts they ambush my 
men on their errands of mercy. Meekly, I have asked them 
many a time to mend their ways but they paid no heed and 
instead lay in wait for my planes on their compassionate 
bombing missions and shot them down without considera- 
tion. Whereupon I was exceeding wroth and I hardened my 


heart, I and my servants, and I said unto their old and 


stubborn leader, “Ye spurn my ways of peace, now will I 
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stretch out my hand, that I may smite thee. and thy people 
with pestilence and thou shalt be cut off from the earth.’ 
But first I built new villages surrounded by beautiful barbed 
wire wherein my soldiers of peace put all the good people to 
take them from the evil doers. This I did for the love I bore 
them, and then I ‘sent more planes and my bombs smote 
throughout all the land of Hanoi, and the carcasses of men 
fell as dung upon the open field, and my bomb smote every 
herb of the field and brake every tree of the field. But still 
they will not come to parley and surrender, and throughout 
the world other evil ones shout that I am not a man of peace. 
O great Heroic Leader, thou. knowest I would walk the last 
mile for peace, what words of wisdom have ye. for me that 
may end my woes and change my image? ” And the Great 
White Father again wept copious tears and blew his great red 
nose and was silent. 

16. And the words of the Heroic Leader broke the 

stillness and they were wise words: “Be ye not troubled, 
O Great White Father, ye have done truly and sincerely. If 
though worriest about thine image, thou hast come to the 
right place, for I make of mine image my special care and 
I am wise in the ways of its maintenance. First, rename thy 
soldiers as Civic Action Troops and thy bombing runs as 
Civic Action Campaigns. Thus will a doubting world know 
‘thy real purpose. Then for every bomb thou  droppest, 
drop thou also medical supplies wrapped in paper containing 
thy picture and underneath it a message of peace and love, 
that the misguided ones may know whence cometh these 
bounties. Then those who are hurt may quickly heal 
themselves and_ thou wilt never run out of targets. Talk 
more peace as thou ‘makest more war, thus wilt thy words be 
heard louder than thy bombs and though wilt be known asa 
man of peace. 

17. The Great White Father was astounded before such 
wisdom.. Then he bethought himself of another problem, 
and as he came from a tribe accustomed to. get more than 
they gave and as the fraginentation bomb was an expensive gift, 
he resolved to ask one more question. “How be it, O Heroic 
Leader, that amongst my people there are many evil doers, 
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~~ colored people who know not their place? i 

| 18. And the Heroic Leader answered, ‘“‘Teach them-the 
ways of meekness and humility. Tell them that the meek 
shall inherit the earth, but not right away. Then to ease their 


_ waiting, create ye a Department of Minorities and offer their 


_ leaders work so that they may themselves quiet down their 
brethren. And in the hottest days of summer, when their 

_ blood begins to boil, send ve thy spouse to the ghettos to sing, 
_ for music soothes the savage breast.” 

19. And upon hearing these words of wisdom, the Great 


White Father slapped the Heroic Leader on the back and 


saith, “Wouldst that thou wert my right hand! ” 
| 20. And then the king of the yellow tribe knelt hehe 
the Heroic Leader and gave his offering. And the Heroic 
Leader. frowned for the gift was a sword of the kempeitai. 
And he thought unto himself, ‘““Why doth he bring something 
to remind us of the painful past? ’’ And every battle scar in 
the Heroic Lea der’s body began to throb in pain and anger. 
_ But behold, from out of the sword came many wondrous 
things; road building equipment, transistor radios, bantam 
cars, TV sets, and best of all, lighters with the names of the 
- Heroic Leader’s favorite senatorial candidates, The leader of 
the yellow tribe saw thatthe Heroic Leader was well picased 
and he smiled and bowed and hissed into the great one’s ear, 
“Thy brother knoweth what things ye have need of before ye 
nask him?) 
21. And the Heroic Leader, smiling; held out his hands 
_to receive these gifts and in his carefully resonant voice 
exclaimed, “My yellow brother, we misunderstood thee and 
thy people. I myself fought against thine armies in my youth 
for I knew not thy people’s generous heart.”’ 
22. And then the leader of the yellow tribe said unto 
the Heroic Leader, ‘I thank thee for thy understanding. But 
how be it that our neighbors still trust us not, nor our good 
intentions, neither when we tried to civilize them militarily, 
nor now when we used the honeyed words of peace? How 
shall my people fare when we do not have sources for raw 
materials nor markets for our finished goods? How can we, 
O Heroic Leader, become the great workshop in this region 
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when our neighbors will not allow us to work for them? Ye 
see the distress we are in.”’ 

23. Whereupon, the Heroic Leader, taking pity on the 
sufferings of his brother, saith these wise words: ““Go ye ona 


goodwill mission to thine neighbors. Promise them that ye. 


shall build highways and provide them with soft-term and 


not-so-soft-term loans in order that they may accept thy. 
traders and thy products with the privileges thou desirest. My. | 


people shall be thy guinea pigs to show the other tribes thy 


good intentions, that they have nothing to fear, for it is 


better if other tribes do things for us than if we do it 
ourselves. So grant us thy loans and we shall build a highway 
with thy gold and call it by thy name in friendship. And on 


this highway shall travel all the logs from our forests to thy — 


workshops. And we shall clear all our forests until not a tree 1s 


left standing. And this shall be good for us, for now evildoers > 
hide there, but if all is bare as the desert to the sun and wind, | 


then shall they have nowhere to hide.” 
24. And it became the turn of the Pilot of Saigon to 


offer his gift. He took from his neck his purple scarf and laid | 


it at the feet of the Heroic Leader and a procession of his 
soldiers piled upon the scarf a great pile of books. And lo, 


there were 730 copies of Mein Kampf! The Pilot King had — 
heard that the Heroic Leader read two books a day so he 
brought reading fare for one year. “Accept ye these immortal . 
classics gf democracy to guide thee in thy labors from day to - 
day. May they protect sai ming from ideas of one-man Saale 


as they have cleansed mine.’ 


25..And after he had given his gift, the Pilot of Sdigor: 
asked the Heroic Leader how he might spread the boons of 


democracy to the great minority of his tribesmen who were 
occupying only 3/4 of his territory but had stolen the ovat i 


of almost all his people. 


26. And the Heroic Leader smiled and aid. “Verily,on 
thy problem I have much to counsel thee for I am wise in the 
ways of imposing democracy.’ Then he moved his head 
closer to the leader of Saigon and spake in a whisper, for his — 
intelligence men had warned him they had espied a traitor in 
black . pajamas amongst the assemblage. ‘My brother,” he. 


9] 





. 
i gs! 








whispered, “if though wilt receive my words, incline thou 
thine ear unto wisdom and apply thine heart to under- 
standing. First, thou must transform thy military government 
into a civilian one. Thee and thy generals must put away 
thine uniforms and put on civilian attire. Unhappily, thy 
people and mine are too backward yet to believe in military 
democracy so we must humor them in their prejudices.’ And 
the wise leader surreptitiously lifted up his richly adorned 
outer garment and revealed his 27 war medals and one 
anting-anting pinned to his undershirt, securely hidden away. 

27. “As for the rebels, entice them to join the 
overwhelming 1/3 of thy population by promising to share 
with them the benefits derived from the black market and 
from holding government office. Prepare thou carefully for 
elections where only good people may cast their ballots to 
choose thee: their leader. But first, simplify thy party system 
by having only two.parties with interchangeable membership. 
Go ye to the safe places and preach the virtue of turn- 
coatism. Swear them into whatever party ye happen to be 
leading, distribute cash and treasury warrants, promise rice 
and schoolhouses. And be not atraid to build roads even if 
they crack. If they should crack, cover thou the cracks 
diligently with tar and they shall look even more beautiful. 
But above all, deliver thou speeches and more speeches. 
Memorize thy speeches well so they may appear extempo- 
raneous. And use thou the rebels’ language, speak thou their 
words so they may be beguiled and fight thee no more, for 
by thy posture they shall take thee for one of them. 

28. “But what shall I do about the rebel women? ” cried 
the purple-scarfed Pilot. ‘“‘They are fierce and have even 
trained their bees to bite us! ”’ ) 

29. And again, the confident, reasonant voice rever- 
berated, “‘Fear them not, fierce though they may be. Women 
are women everywhere, Instruct thou thy spouse, I have 
heard she is exceeding fair, to stast a cultural movement. And 
to raise funds, let her sponsor fashion shows. Then when the 
word spreads of the marvelous creations of thy womanly 
men, of how they have taken the lowly black pajamas and 
beaded them until they dazzled the eyes with all the colors of 
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the rainbow, take thou thy airplane and drop leaflets 
promising enrolment in a modelling school to every woman 
who shall turn in her gun. Thus wilt thou bring peace and 
style to thy countryside and earn the everlasting gratitude of 
all husbands. Lastly, enlist thou the rebel leaders to write 
history, reminding them that it 1s safer and pleasanter to 
write history than to make it.”’ 

30. And when the three kings — the Great White 
Father, the Yellow. Brother, and the Purple-Scarfed Pilot — 
had said each their piece and received the priceless counsel of 
the Heroic Leader, he revealed to them that all their 
statements had been recorded for the edification of future 
generations. Only then did they understand the strange 
actions of the Heroic Leader who had continually been 
adjusting ashtrays, flower vases, and the five ball pens in his 
pockets as they spoke. Behold, they were all hidden 
microphones. And they thanked the Heroic Leader for not 
telling them beforehand that the conference room was bugged 
for it might have cramped their style. 

31. But the Heroic Leader had more words of counsel. 
“Go now thy separate ways. Make thy nations great again. 
Build monuments in wood, steel and concrete. Create a new 
people by solid accomplishments and performance.” His 
voice rang in their ears as they ascended their planes. 

32. And before each plane door closed, each leader 
turned and bowed. The Great White Father shouted, “Fare- 
well, young man of many dreams and many scars! ” 

33, And the Yellow Brother shouted, “Farewell, O 
miracle rice grower, O builder of roads and schoolhouses! ” 

34. And the Pilot waved his purple scarf and shouted, 
‘Farewell, O warrior husband of a lady of devastating beauty!” 

35. And the Heroic Leader blessed ‘them with out- 
stretched arms and his spouse gave a Victory sign with two 
dainty fingers. | 

36. And after they had departed, the Heroic Leader 
gathered his chief counsellors together, his wife and his sister 
and his mother, his brother and his brother's wife, his uncles 
and other kin, and his wife’s brother and his wife’s uncles and 
others of her kin and saith unto them, “Go ysg among our 
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people and tell them the show is over. Uncover the 
barong-barongs that ye hid for the occasion, return the guns 
that ye confiscated for the duration, tell the vendors to 
reclaim the sidewalks, and put the garbage back on the streets 
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PROCONSUL AT PANGARAP 


1. AND it came to pass that the Proconsul of the ; 


Colossus of the North was rudely awakened from a beatific 
sleep induced by the flowing liquors of an evening feast. Alas, 
in a martial encampment of his empire within the territory of 
the Pearl of the Orient Seas, a killing had been perpetrated, 


disturbing the peaceful and brotherly relations between the 


imperial power and the satrapy. . 


2. And it came to pass that the killer was a.warrior of — 


the Colossus of the North, a noble defender of humanity said 


to have been in league with a band of pilferers from the Pearl » 


of the Orient Seas, whose people were now, by order of 


their Heroic Leader, a new breed of achievers that “stalked _ 


the land.”’ 
3. And blood was spilled at a time when the evil ones of 
the Pearly isle had begotten unthinkable thoughts about real 


freedom and equality. And such unthinkable thoughts were - 
as the serpent in Eden, destroying inthe hearts of a happy | __ 


people, all feelings of gratitude and tranquility and implanting: 


in their stead discontent with their poverty and a wicked © 


desire to shake off the sweet yoke of their gentle masters. 
4. And these evil ones perfidiously threw stones and 


stormed the Proconsul’s White House by the sea, carrying . 


placards emblazoned with profane words such as “Yankee Go 
Home.”’ | 
5. And the Proconsul was greatly saddened. For he had 
but recently been dispatched to this land to replace another 
who had, by his overbearing attitude and predisposition to 


* The reader who is familiar with the events prior to the 1969 
presidential elections will readily recognize, in this piece, identification 
between the Proconsul and US Ambassador Mennen Williams, US President 
Nixon’s hatchetman and ‘‘governor general’’ in the .Philippines. In this 
allegory, a sequel to Gathering at Pangarap, the author points out clearly — 
to the readers what happens in and between Malacafiang and the US — 
Embassy whenever the Philippine presidential elections come around, 
Candidates for President make sure they can be trusted by tne American 
proconsul to be ever tame and docile, while the proconsul and his — 
assistants make final assessment of the candidates in order to decide the 
mode of American interference at the Philippine polls. Invariably, the 
Americans make sure that ail the candidates are ‘‘safe,’’ although in 
varying degrees, and give support to all of them accordingly. 
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hoaxes, embittered the people of the Pearl. He had been sent 
by the Great White Father to pour oil on troubled waters and 
thus keep the people happy and peaceful and pliable. 

6. And though the Proconsul’s face was weary from 

smiling at endless feasts and before magic picture-boxes, and 
though the bones of his body ached after days of ministering 
to earthquake victims, he rose from his bed and called a 
meeting of his Council at the White House by the sea to 
devise ways of holding the satrapy in line. 
7. And it was a serious meeting, for the empire of the 
Colossus of the North was showing signs of strain. From the 
Latin -territories to the tribes of Saigon came tidings of 
restiveness, discontent and armed resistance. And the great 
empire of the North was sorely tried by new forewarnings of 
turmoil, and even threats of dismemberment, which brought 
forth fearful memories of the Roman disasters in the land of 
Judea and the provinces in Asia Minor. 

8. And the Great White Father, in his concern, hastened 
to employ all the charms of diplomacy in pliant and wavering 
states and the soothing instruments of death in defiant lands. 
And all proconsuls in far-away lands had been commanded to 
win allies, preserve order and crusade for the Way of Life 
before it was too late for the artifices and stratagems of 
peace. — | 
9. For the Way was the only true Way for it alone 
assured the Colossus the means of survival in a world where 
Lucifer himself had let loose new ideas: and new modes of 
life. And-only by molding the rest of the world in its image 
could the Colossus insure the perpetuation of the Revealed 
Way and its undiminished glory as the “Trustee of Civiliza- 
tion.” ; 

10. And it was time that the Proconsul held counsel 
with the Heroic Leader at Pangarap to define anew the 
relationship between the two nations marred as it was by 
agitators, nationalists and demonstrators demanding that 
punishment be meted out to the warrior-killer. And the time 
was propitious for soon the Heroic Leader would go before 
his people for the counting and he would have need of the 
Pronconsul. | 
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11. And it was. meet that the Proconsul should make a 
great show of journeying humbly to Pangarap though in truth 
he could command the obeisance of any who would become 
chieftain of the Pearl of the Orient Seas. For while the heroic 
people of the Pearl were but a tribe in sweet subjection to the 
Colossus of the North, yet they entertained the illusion that 
they were free, and it was useful to feed these illusions. 


12. And while the Heroic Leader strove mightily to © 


appear to be the true head of a free tribe, he well knew he 
was merely a chieftain who owed his high station to the favor 


of the Great White Father. For this was the way the Colossus 


treated the principalities within its empire. Though the 
people were allowed to believe that they choose their 


chieftains, the Colossus kindly helped them make their 


choice. 

13. And the Heroic Leader was soon to stand before his 
tribe in the ritualistic selection of a new chieftain. And he was 
desperately anxicus to secure another tenure of four sun 
mers. 

14. Before him had been a long line of chieftains who 
had not been given another chance after one tenure of four 
summers, because the Colossus.of the North gave its help to a 
new favorite. And the Heroic Leader suspected that the 
Colossus might again have another choice. 

15. And the proconsul knew that the Heroic Leader was 
afraid. And sc it was the right time for a meeting between the 
Proconsul and the Great White Father’s right arm in Asia. 

16. And so to prepare well for this meeting and that the 
Colossus might derive new profit from it, he called his 
counsellors and bade them give their advice and report on 
their solicitous labors. For he was a Proconsul newly arrived 
and knew little of the islands save what he had read in the 
little red books given by the CIA and the scribes and high 
priests of the Department of Foggy Bottom. 

17.. And his minions being gathered together, the 
Proconsul reminded them of the Great White Father’s 
instructions to make certain that most of the elected leaders 
in the next counting were their men. And hence they should 
give help to all candidates thus feeding each man’s hopes, but 
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more to the one most likely to win. 

18. And one old counsellor spake to him in this wise, 
“Sire, the people have eaten of the serpent’s apple and 
perverselydisdain them that praise us and candidly show their 
- obedienceunto us. We must suffer this short-coming of theirs 
and secretly encourage our friends to criticize us in a mild 
way so they may give the illusion of independence. 

19. And forthwith the Proconsul gave his assent subject 
to one reservation: ‘‘Those that really are our enemies will be 
persecuted and be made outcasts and profaned for they help 
not our cause. For is it not written that the Lord shall reward | 
the doer of evil according to his wickedness? But those who 
- show independence in public while they cower before us in 

_ private, these should not be cast away but on the contrary we 


should cultivate them.”’ 

| 20. And another counsellor spoke in assurance, “Be not 
concerned, oh lord, for we have communications with all 
who would be chieftains and I know of certainty that 
whoever winneth, he shall be ours, however he may speak in 
the public places.” ; | 

21. But saith the Proconsul, ‘“There seemeth no worthy 
opponent now against the Heroic Leader and besides he hath 
given us his cooperation in the war against the tribe of Hanoi. 
Moreover, he hath followed our directives on relations with 
the Red nations and bids fair to be our man again though he 
be selected once more. And his spouse will be his secret 
- weapon once again through her song, her instant cultural 
revolution and her dazzling adornments.”’ 

22. And another high counsellor said, ““Thou speaketh 
the truth, oh great Pronconsul, yet there may be some danger 
in helping him again. For though the Heroic Leader be of our 
persuasion, people are murmuring that he has not improved 
their life and it is better for us if another one give them hopes 
of a new life. That has always been our formula and it is so 
stated in the quotations from the Great White Father. 
Moreover, how can we be certain of a chieftain who looketh 
to us no more for future help? ”’ : 

23. And a counsellor who favored the Heroic Leader 
replied, “He will look to us further for I understand that 
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after him his spouse may be coaxed to take up the scepter of | 
-._ power and after her, her brother, and after him her son whose © 
- prowess as an orator may force him to forget his ambition to ; 
explore the heavens.”’ 

24. And the counsellor who husbanded the coffers of Hi) 
the Colossus in this province of the empire spoke, “For my es, | 
part, I am content. The Heroic Leader has labored well for | 
‘the Way and pleased the Great White Father. He has eased my 
labors many a time. And did he not. appoint our own 
negotiator from amongst his people to negotiate for them in | 
the new trade relations? And hath this young negotiatornot 
been as cunningly accommodating as the Heroic Leader for’: 3) 
he thought of giving us ‘national treatment’ after the = =, “J 
abolition of parity which they foolishly detest? Wherefore I _ 2 a 
say that we should continue to support the Heroic Leader for . i ae 
he is producing a new breed of people who follow the Way. °° = «.f 

95. “And besides, there is peace in the isles for the Bee 
Heroic Leader has abolished crime. No more is there murder, _ “e 
rapine nor theft and everyone is certain that he will suffer no - 
molestation in the streets after dark. And hath he not built 
roads through his public works counsellor and thus improved 
the life of the contractors who were enabled to secure foreign 
loans? | 

26. “And moreover, hath he not wisely solved the 
problem of graft and corruption by reducing its practice to 
only a lucky few? And hath he not made as principal 
‘money-changer a proprietor of horses who caused not his 
horses but his banks to run? Moreover, he is busily not 
campaigning for another tenure. Verily, I say unto you, he is 
our man for he be a man for all seasons and he be a poet of 
fourteen stanzas.”’ 

27. And the Proconsul agreed with all these wise words. wee 
“Verily, he said, “the Heroic Leader has been a good satrap) a 
and one most assiduous in our behalf and it may well be that — ia 
the Great White Father may decide to make him the anointed _ 
one once more, but yet we must heed the wise words of our. 
Great White Father and forget not to cultivate other leaders . 
for our profit and to keep each one docile-and obedient. | 

28 And the Proconsul enquired of his men, saying, “Is _ 
it not, the measure of prudence and wisdom that we should — 
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have as many horses in our stable so the enemy may have no 
one to use for his evil designs? Wherefore, I have asked you 
all to go out by day and by night among the people, in the 
counting houses, in the seats of power, in the dancing halls 
and coffee rooms, in the parlors of the mighty and the newly 
rich, in the halls of learning and even among our professed 
enemies among the youth and among the leaders of them who 
labor, to seek out, to entice, to buy, subtly to force, as needs 
be to our side anyone of consequence, that all should be 
believers and propagators of the Way. Give me now the 
results of your untiring labors.”’ 

29. And the Proconsul leaned back to listen. And one 
by one, those whom he hath sent forth recounted their 
deeds. ) 
30. And the first one saith, “I have walked among the 
mighty, the buyers and sellers of votes, and have listened 
patiently to their schemes for power, taking care to seem the 
special friend of each. I have spoken to the ambitious ones 
and have taken their measure, each one, and have said unto 
each, ‘Make thy league with us, and behold, our hand shall be 
with thee whithersoever thou goest. We shall cut off all thine 
enemies out of thy sight and ask of thee nothing save that 
thou preserveth and enhanceth the insignificant benefits we 
now possess 

31. “And I spoke with the brother of our dead favorite 
and to him I said, ‘Thou knowest that we have made thee a 
great name, like unto the names of great men that are in the 
earth, and thou knowest that thine eminence cometh not 
from thy deeds but from thy name which was of our making. 
Abide thou with us then, and await our signal that thy time 
hath come to jump ditches and shake hands like thy brother 
before thee. And like him thou wilt be raised to the highest. 
And when thy days be fulfilled and thou shalt sleep with thy 
fathers, we will give prizes in thy name to those who work 
for the preservation of our Way.’ 

32. “And I spoke with the others and offered our hand 
of guidance to a deposed chieftain whom the bug of ambition 
may bite once more, and to the worthy sons of dead 
chieftains, one from whose sire we extracted the boons of 
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parity and martial bases and whose stance of bold non- 
controversialism and dynamic fence-stracdling we may have 
use for, and another who promises to improve on his sire in 
fierce and loyal defense of Our Way and our dominion and 
would give whatsoever we desire if only he be our chosen 
one. 

33. “And likewise I had words with the builder of 
underpasses and overpasses whose criticism of us if it be 
directed and controlled by prior understanding may yet 
prove him useful"refuge when the people reject us and such 
men as our known friends. 

34. ‘“‘And I likewise exchanged confidences with the new 
Boy Wonder counselling him to have patience and learn the 
virtue of occasional silence that the people may not tire of 
his ceaseless prattle and we may hold him tn reserve against 
the day when we shall have need of him. 

35. “And all these men know and believe in the Way 
and we can use them against the Heroic Leader if we so 
desire, and they can be good satraps each in his time if we 
but guide them well.” 

36. But protested the Secret Counsellor, “What will 
happen if despite our care a new chieftain should reveal 
himself not to be our man?” For he had bethought himself 
of that perfidious bearded leader of Sugar Island, a stone’s 
throw from the shores of the Colossus, who poisoned the 
minds of his people against their beloved big brother of the 
North. 

37. And the Martial Counsellor came forward to say, 
“Thou needst not worry. The people are surrounded ‘by our 
legions which will defend them against our enemies but 
which will defend them not from their own enemies. And 
I have been to the lands around our martial encampments and I 
have found the people addicted to the Way. They like our 
warriors and the goods these distribute. And our virtuous 
soldiers have made friends with the dusky dancing maidens of 
the Pearl and these have spread enthusiasm for the Way - 
among their kinsmen. And other soldiers have likewise helped 
to spread the gospel of the Way by entering into friendly 
commercial contracts with the people to distribute surrep- 
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-_ titiously the abundant goods of the encampment so that our 
_ wondrous products may hold them in thrall forever. 
| 38. ‘And if, despite our predigality, they repay us with 
-. ~ hostility, then shall we rain our bombs on their plains and smite 
their sons down until their rivers flow with mingled blood 
and tears of their womenfolk. And let no one doubt our 
: capacity and will, for the tribes of Hanoi bear witness to our 
- words.” ) 
Pal 39. Andit was another counsellor’ Ss turn to report. And 
he was a man well-loved by his brown brothers whom he 
flattered with his repertory of a few words in their native 
tongue. And this man allayed their fears in this wise, “Be not 
afraid. I went into the dancing halls and coffee rooms and I 
’ spake to the wise and schooled among them and to the young 
’ - in the halls of learning and to the‘leaders of the laboring poor 
~. - and I found the magic key to their hearts. Behold, all who 
have some learning yearn to see the land of the Colossus, to 
bring home: a new sheepskin in a frame or to cavort in our 
‘palaces of pleasure. We have but to offer them this chance 
. and they are ours, a multitude of them having studied the 
_. Way returneth home to spread the Word throughout the land. 
And for the unfortunate who cannot leave these shores we 
prepare enough fare for their minds such that they cannot 
think of any other Way but ours. And we are succeeding with 
our clever policy of destroying their national and cultural 
--' yalues. We are moving into the: positions we prepared long 
before we gave them what they deem to be freedom. 
40. ‘“‘Now they have gladly clasped to their bosoms our 
i Peace missionaries, our martial advisers, our learned counsel- 
lors, that all these may bind them fast to the Way. We have 
made them believe that they are fated to be tillers of the soil 
forever. And all these are written in our little red books to 
guide us in our unremitting efforts to keep other peoples in 
“happy subjection.” 
41. And the last of the counsellors came forward to say 
his piece and behold, he wore a cloak and carried a dagger 
and looked well pleased. ‘‘I have labored in high places and 
low, among old and young, famous and unknown, and made 
of many my secret agents to do my bidding. I have said tO: 
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the young men, “Beware of false prophets which come to you’ 
in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening wolves.’ 
And I have cleverly let loose among them my own wolves in 
sheep’s clothing. And these wolves I have instructed to sow m 
discord and distrust among the people so that disunited they 

would be easier to direct. And other wolves I have sent into | 
the lairs of our enemies there to say they detest the Way so. A a 
that they may be trusted and we may Know our enemies —— 
going out and coming in, and all that they do. | 

42. “And to waylay those who might join hands with 
our enemies because they no longer believe in our Way, I 
have cleverly encouraged the rise Of groups who seem not to 
follow our Way, but behold their leaders’ tongues revile us 
though in their hearts they are ours. 

43. “And I have given unto my cunning wolves much 
gold, for the glitter of-gold catches many a soul.”’ 

44. And the Proconsul smiled his special soapy smile 
for he was well pleased with the labors of his minions. And 
he saith unto them, “Ye have done well and ye shall- receive 
of thy people a just reward.”’ And the Proconsu! prepared 
for his trip to Pangarap. He donned his barong and practiced 
his smile which made him look like an aging George Peppard. 
And this was good, for had not the people been taught to 
revere movie actors? 

45. And he commissioned a carabao for the historic i 
ride. And behold, the carabao had white side-walls and = 
zoom-zoom power. The road to Pangarap was hard, the road ak 
being a clever imitation of the moon’s surface due to the 
peculiar asphalt produced by the businessmen of the 
Colossus, which had to be replaced with every monsoon that 
brought the rains. 

46. And moreoever, he thought that the local touch 
would endear him to the new breed of people who once ina 
while enjoyed native things as a quaint respite from their 
adherence to the Way. The roads were clean and the caravans 
orderly for the metropolis Chieftain who ruled the territory on 

the way to Pangarap was an efficient administrator. His 
guards were always on duty especially during the rains. The 
Carriage drivers were respectful and always gave way. 
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47. Verily, the ride alone would be pleasure enough for 
the Proconsul, for he would see the beautiful scenes of the 
metrepolis full of neon signs and billboards and gasoline 
stations and perfumed garbage heaps. 

48. And at Pangarap, the Heroic Leader was likewise 
making ready to receive the Proconsul. 

49. And his cronies were all agog for behold, the 

representative of the Great White Father was coming. 

50. The Heroic Leader was anxious to make a good 
impression. But unlike his magic picture-box appearances, he 
could not give the Proconsul prepared questions to ask him. 
And neither could he steal a look at the figures on a 
black ‘board to impress the Proconsul with his wisdom. And 
he was forced to memorize his speech of welcome. 

51. And he summoned his bright young men who were 
busy with their chores of writing press releases, cultivating 
the scribes, or looking important by carrying scrolls under 
their arms, smoking their pipes, preparing to travel abroad or 
suing people for libel. 

52. And he likewise summoned his old counsellors who 
were vacationing in the sunny climes of the overstaying - 
people or exploring the virgin lands of Sabah. 

53. And he summoned his old, old counsellor who was 
on leave from his post, journeying in the land of the 
Colossus, begging for money from the rich givers of the 
Colossus, delivering sermons on student demonstrations, and 
acknowledging the gentle boos of his flock. 

54. And he summoned his spcuse and her brother and 
her uncle for inspiration and wise words of counsel. 

55. And as the proud carabao bearing the Proconsul 
approached the gates of Pangarap, the Heroic Leader donned 
his turtle-neck sweater and looked boyish, though he 
remained a heroic leader just the same. 

56. And filling the air with heavenly sounds swelled the 
songs of the Heroic Leader’s new brothers and sisters in 
piety, guaranteeing henceforth the virtue and incorruptibility 
of Pangarap. 

57. And as if to mark this solemn occasion, the heavens 
let loose their rains and the earth shook as the two leaders 
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met at Pangarap, the Proconsul looking humble and the 
- Hercic Leader looking important and ten feet tall. 
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ODYSSEY OF THE GOLDEN BUDDHA 





The proclamation of History Week has been due, it fe 
‘a said, to the acute sense of history of the first couple. “History 
a. will vindicate us,” the First Lady declared and forthwith a 
i”. number of historians were reported to have been charged 
: with the task of rewriting the ‘“‘real history of the Phil 
ippines.” Our brother American, the Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs, added the reminder that Asian history must be 
written by Asians. 

In view of the patriotic concern of these distinguished 
personages, it is perhaps proper for one associated with this 
field of endeavor to contribute to this undertaking in line 
with the practices and style of work of the present 
administration. It is my hope that my humble efforts will 

| meet the high professional standards of the first couple and 
’ of that venerable watchdog of the US State Department, so 
| that the eminent historians of the IAHA now in conference 
7 in Manila may have an idea of what is expected of them. 

ee" I am of the firm belief that immortality can be assured 
ae to the Malacafiang patrons of history not merely by writing 
a about the Marcos era but also by seeing the past in the light 
7 © of the present. 
wh It is highly significant and surely pre-ordained that 
_ Philippine history should begin with Ferdinand Magellan, 
a tortune hunter in the service of the king of Spain who 
— ““discovered”’ the Philippines. He was the first FM. 
= | As we shall presently discover, many details of that 

a glorious era make it curiously similar to the second golden 
| : age in Philippine history which began in 1965 AD. 

_ * This allegory is a “‘historical’’ treatment of a contemporary 
event: the raid in early 1971 on the Baguio residence of a fortune-hunter, 
Rogelio Roxas, by a group of robbers in official (law-enforcement agency) 
attire and armed with a search warrant by a judge who is also the 
President’s uncle, In that raid, Roxas lost to the robbers a Golden 
Buddha, whose detachable head covered a hollow body that contained 
valuable jewelry. Before the raid, Roxas claimed, a woman closely 
identified with Malacafang had offered him PI million for the entire 
booty. Roxas denounced those responsible for the loss of his treasure 


and ended up a fugitive, facing various charges filed in court by minions 
of the Marcos Administration. 
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On March 28, 1521, a Maundy Thursday, Magellan - 


reached Limasawa, after leaving Homonhon. He was met by 
Rajah Kolambu with whom he performed the casi-casi or the 
blood compact. Kolambu had a brother, Rajah Siaui of 
Butuan. The two brothers maintained a farm on Limasawa 
where both were accustomed to spend an occasional quiet 
weekend to enjoy’ some hunting and fishing far from the 
cares of state. Unfortunately, the primitive state of science at 
the time prevented the two Rajahs from leaving to posterity a 
pictorial record of their fishing prowess. 


Siaui was an ostentatious ruler. He wore many gold 
ornaments, was very proud of his gold-mounted weapons and 
had three little spots of gold on each front tooth. He boasted 
to the visitors that all his utensils were made of gold. He sent 
back a canoe for a cargo of his treasures and when the men 
returned, he exhibited to the first FM a precious golden 


Buddha. FM was green with envy. 


Despite the fact that these people were Muslims, they 
treasured this golden Buddha. Siaui recounted that one of his 
security guards had discovered it while he was peeping into 
one of the native huts in pursuance of Siaui’s decree that at 
least ten per cent of all new wealth must be given to him. 

On the morning of Sunday, March 31, the first Mass was 
celebrated. At the moment of the elevation, the big guns of 
Magellan’s ships boomed their salute to the heavenly Father. 
The natives cowered in fear. Thinking that the white men 
meant to kill them all, Siaui gave Magellan the golden Buddha 
in exchange for his life, confessing that the story that he had 
given Magellan about the origin of the Buddha was false, that 


the Buddha really belonged to the King of Spain, FM’s 


monarch. | | | 

Disgusted with Siaui, Magellan left for Cebu. Before he 
left, Magellan named the islands Islas de San Lazaro, after the 
leper Lazarus as a warning to future voyagers to stay away 
from these perfidious people. He was sorry that he had 
already given the name Ladrones to another group of islands 
as this appelation would have been more apt. 

In Cebu, Magellan found that even with his big guns 
booming, he could not intimidate Humabon, the chief of the 
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islanc. Humabon was so used to collecting harbor dues from 
any ship that he did not want Magellan to land without: 
paying for a landing permit. Magellan on the other hand 
could not allow the king’s messenger to pay dues, 

Two Muslim traders whispered to Humabon to exercise 
prudence because these foreigners were the same ones who 
had pillaged Calicut, Goa, and Malacca. Suff Iciently impressed, 
Humabon allowed Magellan to land. He even concluded a 
treaty of peace with the King-of Spain. 

On April 14, Humabon was baptized and was given the 
Christian name Carlos in honor of the Emperor King of 
Spain. His nephew was baptized Fernando. 

Ranee, the wife of Humabon, and forty other women 
were also baptized. Stefan Sweig describes her as being “four 
centuries in advance of her European and American sisters, 
since her lips and her finger nails were tinted bright red.’”’ She 
was dressed in a black and white midi dress, her neck and 
arms resplendent with jewelry. Ranee was named Joana after 
the mad queen of Spain. After the baptism, the visitors were 
shown around a verdant village where she had ordered 
everyone to plant grass. Magellan was awed by her projects, 
particularly the construction of a huge nipa hall where the 
tribe’s dances were exhibited. Joana proudly explained that 
her people contributed voluntarily to all her projects al- 
though she had also devised all sorts of ingenious tortures for 
recalcitrant subjects. ” 

Joana, according to Pigafetta, was really from Leyte. 
Though she came from poor parents and lived in a barong- 
barong, she was easily spotted by Malay traders who saw the 
potentialities of such a beautiful and intelligent woman. She 
was shipped to Cebu where Humabon saw her and was 
smitten by her charms. After a whirlwind courtship, Huma- 
bon discarded his first wife and took Ranee as his lawfully 
wedded wife. | 

Ranee asked Magellan to take: her son with him so he 

_ could be educated in Spain because local adulation was 
_ turning him into an abnormal boy: Magellan consented to 
grant her wish but he asked Humabon to help him fight 
Lapu-Lapu first. Unfortunately Magellan was killed at ) 
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Mactan, so that Humabon’s son was unable to get a European 
education and that was probably the greatest single factor in 
the decline of native civilization. 

Rumor has it that Magellan could not retreat to his ship 
fast enough because he was dragging the golden Buddha and 
it got stuck in the sand. When he was dead, Humabon’s 
nephew who had been baptized Fernando, crept toward 
Magellan’s body, grabbed the Buddha and disappeared in the 
confusion of battle. Lapu-Lapu’s men searched for him 
everywhere, shouting “Fernando, :mang-aagaw ” but Fer- 
nando made good his escape to a northern island where the 
golden Buddha continued for four centuries to shower 


blessings on his descendants until they were able ‘to establish - 


the second golden age in Philippine history. 
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THE THOUGHTS OF KOKOY 


The Filipinos have just been given one more evidence of 
the indispensability of the Hon. Kokoy Romualdez, presi- 
dential brother-in-law extraordinary and messenger pleni- 
potentiary. 

In view of his pivotal position in the shaping of our 


national policies his awed countrymen are entitled to a more 


intimate acquaintance with his ideas. This department, after 
painstaking research, suggests the publication of the following 
compendium to be entitled: 


The Thoughts of Kokoy 
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The Thoughts of Kokoy | 
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i Readers are invited to send in their contributions if they 
ale have come across any gems I may have missed. 
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Other books published by MALAYA: 


Sa mga Kuko Ng Limbas 
(Ang Imperyalismong Amerikano sa Pilipinas), 
By Dr. Nemesio E. Prudente | 
The Enemy: Notes on Imperialism and Revolution. 
By Felix Greene - 
Betrayal in the Philippines. By Hernando J. Abaya 
Untold Philippine Story. By Hernando J. Abaya 
History of the Filipino People. By Teodoro A. Agoncillo & Alfonso 
American Occupation of the Philippines 1898/1912. 
By James H. Blount 
La Loba Negra (The Black She-Wolf). By Father Burgos 
Rizal: Philippine Nationalist and Martyr. By Austin Coates 
The Filipinos in the Philippines and Other Essays. 
By Renato Constantino 
Dissent and Counter-Consciousness. By Renato Constantino 
The Making Of A Filipino: A Story of Philippine Colonia! 
Politics. By Renato Constantino 
TALAADHIKAAN NG M. ALN. 
Economics as a Social Science. By Ricardo D. Ferrer 
The Philippines in the 19th Century. By Eliodoro G. Robles 
The Filipino Martyrs. A Story of the Crime of February 4, 1899. 
By Richard Brinsley Sheridan 
Bitter Country & Other Stories. By Ninotchka Rosca 


Malava Pamphlet Series: 
7 Origin of a Myth. By Renato Constantino 
* Roots of Subservience. By Renato Constantino 


Dissent/The Filipino Elite. By Renato Constantino 


. Veneration Without Understanding. By Renato Constantino 
* Miseducation of the Filipino. By Renato Constantino | 


Society Without Purpose. By Renato Constantino 

Tungo sa Bagong Lumipas. By Renato Constantino 

The New Missionaries. By Renato Constantino 

Fascism: Prospect and Retrospect. By Renato Constantino 
The Radical Campus Press. By Renato Constantino 


The Red Menace 
Parents and Activists/Mga Magulang at mga Aktibista 
By Renato Constantino 
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RENATO CONSTANTINO 


Luis R. Mauricio, editor of the GRAPHIC,-presents the latest 
collection of pieces by Renato Constantino. This time, Mauricio selects 
essays of Constantino whose subject is the first family. In making this 
collection, the compiler tries to reveal before the reader another 
facet of the Constantino character: the political satirist. Many of the 
essays in the present collection are treated in light vein. In his 
| intro duction, Mauricio states: “The tuya is the aristocrat of satire and 
«hg ae perhaps the most difficult to handle. If one is not careful, the satire may 
ee fal| flat and the handler may become disastrously ridiculous. But handled 





\ me properly, its sting is deadly and impervious; deadly, because its victim 
Bia eo could be slain with laughter and derision; impervious, because against 
7, on jt there is no defense and from it there is no recourse to libel laws.” 
ae Mauricio claims that in the satirical essays in the collection, 
Be Bh Constantino has succeeded--and succeeded well--in reviving what since 
ea the 30’s had become a lost art. “But Mr. Constantino, as this volume 
a | clearly demonstrates, has added one element to its revival. That element 


ae is social awareness:merged with nationalist orientation.” 
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